

Gephardt announces candidacy 

I ^f ch ^ rd Geplwrdi today became the 
first oj^twn DemoCTat to formally enter the 1988 presidential race 

h V aBed “ era * for the law from tot 

down - " F ™ ll » HMeto Wail Street, we must 
«t nd of the dangerous idea that the proper standard of conduct is 

^ £« «W»-“ the 46-year old St. Louis native 

«?*■ ■wonnoitg h» candidacy, in 2 to the diversion of funds 

fiom the Iran aims sales to L.S.-twM contra rebels in Nicaragua. Mr. 
Gephardt accused President Reagan's administration of ig£>rine a 

IO ft « ucniUas - “H Congress ouila£ milirarv 
aid to the contras, the duty of the executive branch is to cam- out the law 
not to figure out how to nend and hreak it covenlv. Let us insist that the 
government which makes laws has no right to break law* ... our 
government has faded the people. Mr. Gephardt also accused the White 
House of failing to enforce civil nghis laws. 
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New hopes sparked for hostages 

•BEIRUT (R) — Syria's troop deployment in west Beirut could 
bring fresh action' to free foreign kidnap victims missing in 
Lebanon, political sources said Monday. "This time (Syria) will 
deal with thorny questions such as ... hostages, which will now be 
on the agenda for immediate action." the communist A1 Nida 
newspaper said. Most of the hostages are believed held by 
pro-Iranian groups, operating with impunity in west Beirut's 
militia anarchy since I9S4 which Syria's deployment aims to end. 
Syria has pledged in the past it will do all it can to free foreign 
hostages. Political sources told Reuters the Syrians would shortly 
take over a fundamentalist base in west Beirut believed to have 
been used as a prison for foreign hostages in the past. Most of the 
hostages are believed held in dank basement celts in Beirut and 
Syrian deployment means that they cannot now easily be moved 
elsewhere. 
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Israel jails Arab for 
14 years 

TEL AVI-V (AP) — An Israeli 
military court on Monday sent- 
enced a Lebanese to 14 years in 
pnson after convicting him of 
leading a group on an intelligence 
operation on South Lebanon in 
July. 1986. the local frim news 
agency reported Monday. Ibra- 
him Sami Shaabi. 25. of Beirut, 
pleaded guilty to charges of pro- 
viding services to a “terrorist” 
organisation, carrying arms and 
taking pan in a firelight. Itim 
reported. Two commandos and 
one Israeli soldier were killed in 
the clash. According to the 
t charge sheet, the band belonged 
*t.ro fhe Shi’ite Hizbollah (Party of 
God) movement. 

Soviet-Pak talks 
begin in Moscow 

MOSCOW (R) — Pakistani 
-. Foreign Minister Sahabzada Ya- 
qub Khan on Monday held his 
second talks in a month with his 
Soviet counterpart Eduard She- 
vardnadze amid signs of progress 
towards a settlement of the 
Afghanistan conflict. Diplomatic 
sources said the two ministers had 
a long session Monday morning 
and were to resume talks before 
dinner, concentrating on four 
aspects of the seven-year-old 
Afghan war. These were a timet- 
able for a withdrawal of more 
th3n 100.000 Soviet troops from 
Afghanistan, the process of 
“national reconciliation'* laun- 
ched by the Afghan government 
with Kremlin backing, the ques- 
tion of a ceasefire and the politic- 
al status of the country after a 
settlement. 

Bonn sends 
middleman to Beirut 

BONN < AP) — The’ federal gov-’ 
ernment sent a special envoy to 
Lebanon over the weekend to 
resume contacts with the kidnap- 
pers of two West German hos- 
tages. government officials said 
Monday. It was the third time the 
so-called “middleman" has flown 
to Beirut to talk to the kidnap- 
pers since the two West German 
businessmen, Rudolf Cordes and 
Alfred Schmidt, were taken hos- 
tage last month, one well-in- 
formed official said. The official 
; refused to say whether the repre- 
sentative had actually met with 
the kidnappers over the 
weekend, or to give other details 
of the mission. 

Mitterrand to visit 
Rome 

PARIS (R) — President Francois 
Mitterrand will fly to Rome on 
Wednesday for talks with Italian 
President Francesco Cossiga and 
Prime Minister Bettino Craxi, the 
Elysee Palace announced Mon- 
day. The announcement of the 
unscheduled trip came after Italy 
pulled out of Sunday's Paris 
meeting of the group of seven 
major industrialised countries 
(G-7) and warned that the 
group's Venice summit next June 
might be in jeopardy. 
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EC endorses call for 
int’l conference on Mideast 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — The 12-nation 
European Community (EC) gave key 
support on Monday for an international 
conference under United Nations auspices 
to resolve the Arab-lsraeli conflict. 


A statement issued by EC fore- 
ign ministers meeting here said 
ther community favoured a con- 
ference on all interested parties, 
as well as nations that could 
contribute to establishing peace 
and security in the Middle East 
and enhance its economic and 
social development. 

The statement implicitly sup- 
ported a call, first made by Jor- 
dan, for an international confer- 
ence tp bring together Arabs and 
Israelis and all permanent mem- 
bers of the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil, including the Soviet Union. 

After a one-day meeting, the 
EC foreign ministers said in a 
statement such a conference 
"should provide a suitable 
framework for the necessary 
negotiations between the parties 
directly concerned.” 

The statement marked the first* 
time the EC formally backed the 
proposal for a U.N. Mideast 
peace conference that would give 
Moscow a rote in any peace pro- 
cess. 

The ministers said the EC 


“cannot adopt a passive attitude 
towards a region which is so close 
(to the EC) nor remain indiffe- 
rent to the grave problems beset- 
ting it.** 

Referring to failed peace initia- 
tives in recent years, the ministers 
said they were “profoundly con- 
cerned at the absence of progress 
in finding a solution to the Israeli- 
Arab conflict.” 

They reiterated the 1980 
Venice Declaration by EC gov- 
ernment leaders that said the 
Palestinians must be associated in 
any peace talks. They also 
pledged to help reconcile the 
differing viewpoints of the parties 
that would participate in any 
U.N. peace conference. 

These would include, in addi- 
tion to Israel and the Arabs, 
the permanent members of the 
United Nations Security Council 
(the United States, China, the 
Soviet Union, France and Bri- 
tain) and representatives of the 
Palestinian people. 

The community’s message fol- 
lowed reported divisions within 


the Israeli government between 
supporters and opponents of such 
a conference and indications that 
Washington was moving towards 
accepting the idea. 

“The 12 believe that this con- 
ference can provide the appropri- 
ate framework for negotiations 
necessary between the parties 
directly concerned, as well as a 
forum for questions of regional 
interest.” Monday's statement 
said. 

There was no specific mention 
of the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) or any other 
possible participant, but the 
statement said the principles in- 
cluded in the Venice Declaration 
remained the basis for a Middle 
East peace. 

Delegation spokesman said the 
EC remained completely 
attached to the Venice Declara- 
tion, which recognised the PLO 
as the representative of the 
Palestinians. 

The Venice Declaration called 
for mutual recognition of all par- 
ties in all states in the area. Israel, 
however, has rejected the dec- 
laration for what it sees as back- 
ing for the PLO. 

Jordanian Foreign Minister 
Taher Masri on Monday met with 
foreign ministers of Holland and 
Luxemburg and discussed with 
them the latest developments in 


Full text of European Community statement 


BRUSSELS (R) — The foBowmg is the foil text of 
the communique issued on Monday by European 
Community (EC) foreign ministers on the Middle 
East situation: 

“The member states of the European Commun- 
ity have particularly important political, historical, 
geographical, economic, refigioBS, cultural and 
human links with the countries and peoples of the 
Middle East. They cannot therefore adopt a passive 
attitude towards a region which is so dose to them 
nor remain indifferent to the grave problems 
besetting it. The repercussions of these problems 
affect the Twelve in many ways. 

“At the present time, tension and conflict in the 
near and Middle East are cootintring and worsen- 
ing. The civilian population is suffering more and 
more without any prospect of peace. The Twelve 
would like to reiterate their profound conviction 
that the search for peace in the near and Middle 
East remains a fundamental objective.. They are 
profoundly concerned at the absence of progress in 
finding a solution to the Israeli- Arab conflict. 

“Consequently, they have a direct interest in the 
search for negotiated solutions to bring just, global 
and lasting peace to the region and good relations 
between neighbours, and to allow the economic, 
social and cultural development which has been too 
long neglected. They have stated the principles on 
which solutions should be based on several occa- 
sions, in particular in their Venice Declaration. 


“Accordingly, the Twelve would like to state that 
they are in favour of an international peace 
conference to be held under the auspices of the 
Untied Nations with the participation of the parties 
concerned and of any party able to make a direct 
and positive contribution to the restoration and 
maintenance of peace and to the regron’s economic 
and social development. The Twelve believe this 
conference should provide a suitable framework for 
the ne ces s ar y negotiations between the parties 
con c erned. 

“For their part, the Twelve would be prqpared to 
play their pvt with respect to such a conference 

and wffl endeavour to make an active contribution, 
both through the presWent-ln-ofRce and individnal- 
ly to bringing tbe positions of the parties concerned 
closer to one another with a view to snch a 
conference bring convened. In the meantime, the 
Twelve request the parties concerned to avoid any 
action likely to worsen the situation or complicate 
and delay the search for peace. 

“Without prejudging future political solutions, 
the Twelve wish to see an improvement in the living 
conditions of the inhabitants of the occupied terri- 
tories, particularly regarding their economic, so- 
cial, cultural and administrative affairs. The com- 
munity has already decided to grant aid to the 
Palestinian population of tbe occupied territories 
ami to allow certain products from these territories 
preferential access to the Community Market,” 


2 Arabs 
face 

sabotage 
charges 
in Turkey 

ANKARA (AP) — A Syrian 
diplomat, a Jordanian employee 
of the Kingdom's embassy here 
and eight Turks have been 
charged with sabotage in the 
bombing of a munitions depot 
last summer that killed seven 
firefighters, according to a copy 
of the indictment o brained Mon- 
day. 

The indictment accuses 
Mohammad Darwish Baladi, a 
second secretary at tbe Syrian 
embassy here, of ordering Adnan 
Musa Suleiman Ammario, a 
Jordanian embassy translator, to 
organise a team of commandos to 
Mow up the depot. 

The indictment alleges that the 
attack was carried out with the 
help of a Turkish explosives ex- 
pert who was trained in Syria and 
seven Turkish workers at the 
depot who belong to the out- 
lawed Turkish Communist Party. 

Tbe attack took place Last Au- 
gust at the munitions depot in the 
central Anatolian' province of 
Kirikkale near this capital dry. 
Seven firefighters were killed and 
24 others wounded. 

The 60-page indictment was 
prepared by state security court 
prosecutor Ulku Coskun, who 
demanded life imprisonment for 
all those charged m the btasL A 
copy of the indictment was 
obtained by AP. 


Tower report could 
seal Regan’s ouster 


WASHINGTON (R) — White 
House Chief of Staff Donald Re- 
gan is close to being forced out 
of office and the Tower Commis- 
sion report on the Iran-contra 
scandal may be the final blow, 
according to political sources. 

Mr. Regan, President Ronald 
Reagan’s top aide for two years, 
has faced a barrage of criticism 
over the past three months for his 
role in the Iran scandal and has 
also been repented to be at odds 
with Nancy Reagan. 

Until now Mr. Regan has re- 
jected suggestions that he resign 
but the political sources said Sun- 
day that low marks in the Tower 
report due out on Thursday, may 
force him to step down. 

One Republican source told 
Reuters the Reagans' daughter 
Maureen had sided with Nancy 
against Mr. Regan. “Once you 
have family members against 
yon, it is pretty tough to survive,” 
the source said. 

Another Republican source 
predicted Mr. Regan would be 
gone within two weeks to be 
replaced by Reagan confidant 
Panl Laxalt, a former Nevada 
senator. 

A Regan ally confirmed there 
had been “some animosity” be- 
tween him and Nancy Reagan but 
said the chief of staff still felt he 
has been unfairly put upon and 
did not intend to resign. 

“Tire feeling is that he is going 
to come out of (tire Tower Com- 
mission) okay,” the source said. 

Mr. Regan's account of the 
Iran arms sales co nfli cts with that 
of former National Security 


Adviser Robert McFarlane, who 
has said the president gave prior 
approval for the sales. 

Mr. Regan has said the presi- 
dent proved the arms sales only 
after diey started, and the conflict 
between the versions has become 
a key issue in probes into the 
scandal. 

A source close to the commis- 
sion said members appeared to be 
convinced that Mr. McFarlane's 
version was “essentially accu- 
rate.” 

Asked if this meant Regan had 
lied or distorted the record to 
protect Mr. Reagan,' the source 
said: “Let's just say the commis- 
sion has reason to think that 
McFarlane has been extremely 
forthcoming and creditable.” 

Mr. McFarlane, a key player m 
the affair, was interviewed by the 
Panel on Sunday at Bethesda 
Navy Hospital where he is re- 
covering from an apparent 
suicide attempt on Feb. 9. 

White House spokesmen have 
for several days declined all com- 
ment until after the Tower report 
is published. 

The Washington Post said on 
Sunday in a story co-written by 
Lou Cannon, a Reagan biog- 
rapher, that Mr. Regan “appears 
to have lost his long struggle to 
keep his job.” 

It dted his reported feud with 
Nancy Reagan and network tele- 
vision reports that toe commis- 
sion will blame Mr. Regan for not 
being “fully candid” ana for help- 
ing to prepare a misleading chro- 
nology of events. 


the Middle East region and the 
Iran-Iraq war. Their talks also 
centred on reviving the European 
role in the region and on holding 
the proposed international con- 
ference, the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, said. Mr. Masri arrived 
here Thursday. He met with Leo 
Tin de mans, tbe Belgian foreign 
minister, on Friday. 

"We agreed in principle on the 
need for such a conference .” Mr. 
Tin de mans, the meeting's chair- 
man, said after the meeting. 

u We must see first if there is a 
chance of holding that confer- 
ence.” He said the European 
ministers did not discuss in detail 
the conditions to make a U.N. 
Mideast peace conference possi- 
ble. But he added, “we will do 
what we can to prepare the con- 
ference.” 

Mr. Ttndemans said Soviet 
leader Mikhail S. Gorbachev sent 
the EC a letter last week “in 
which he developed Soviet ideas” 
on how to stage a Mideast peace 
conference under U.N. auspices. 

“We see in that message a 
move which can contribute to a 
solution” of the conflict in the 
Middle East, Mr. Tindemans 
said. He was to meet with the 
Soviet ambassador to Belgium 
later Monday to inform the envoy 
of the EC’s backing for a U.N. 
peace conference. 

Peres 
to visit 
Cairo 
tomorrow 

CAIRO (Agencies) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
will visit Cairo this week for talks 
with Egyptian leaders on a peace- 
fill settlement to the Middle 
East conflict, the Egyptian Fore- 
ign Ministry said Monday. 

It said Mr. Peres was due on 
Wednesday for talks with Foreign 
Minister Ahmad Esmat Abdul 
Meguid. He was also expected to 
be received by President Hosni 
Mubarak during bis two-day visit. 

Egypt, Jordan and most Arab 
states favour convening an inter- 
national Middle East peace con- 
ference, but Israeli Prune Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir has called 
instead for direct talks between 
Israel and tbe Arabs. 

In Brussels, foreign ministers 
of the European Community 
issued a statement backing efforts 
to organise a conference under 
United Nations auspices. 

Mr. Peres, then prime minis- 
ter, held talks with Mr. Mubarak 
in Alexandria in September last 
year and declared 1987 “a year of 
negotiations for peace,” in the 
Middle East. 

The Israeli foreign ministry 
also confirmed Mr. Peres would 
make a 48-hour working visit to 
Egypt. 

The announcement came amid 
widening differences in the Israeli 
government over proposals for an 
international peace conference. 

Mr. Peres’ Labour party, with 
the apparent backing of the Un- 
ited Skates and the European 
Community, favours an interna- 
tional forum as a prehide to direct 
negotiations. 

Mr. Shamir has rejected the 
idea, saying it would be “mad- 
ness” for Israel to attend a 
gathering which he believes 
would be dominated by “radical 
Arab states” supported by the 
Soviet Union and China. 

The differences between the 
leaders of Israel's two major poli- 
tical blocs over the issue could 
force new elections. In remarks 
aired on Israel Radio on Monday, 
Mr. Peres said, “I view the dis- 
agreement (with Shamir) as se- 
rious. 

“If, in order to bring about 
direct negotiations we have to 
begin with an international con- 
ference, I think it is wise to do 
so,” Mr. Peres said. “Otherwise 
nothing will begin.” 

Both Mr. Shamir and Mr. 
Peres have said they would object 
to any country having a role in 
Middle East peace talks that does 
not have diplomatic ties with the 
Jewish state. 


Syrians battle gunmen in first 
clash after entering W. Beirut 


BEIRUT" (Agencies) — Syrian 
troops shot it out with unidenti- 
fied gunmen in west Beirut Mon- 
day in the Syrian's first clash since 
they moved in at the weekend to 
quell factional bloodletting in the 
capital's western sector. 

Police and Syrian communi- 
ques said the gunbattle broke out 
at mid-afternoon near the 
Spaghetteria Italian restaurant in 
the Dmze controlled Ain Mreis- 
seh district on west Beirut's seaf- 
ront. 

“Syrian deterrent forces dis- 
patched reinforcements to the 
area to put down the defiance." a 
police communique said. 

It did not elaborate and there 
was no immediate word on what 
triggered the shootout. Sources 
quoted by Reuter said four civi- 
lians were killed in the shootout. 

Police said the Syrians raided 


apartment buildings in west 
Beirut looking for gunmen and 
arrested several Dmze and Shi'ite 
Muslim irregulars. Both factions 
are backed by Syria. 

It was the first incident involv- 
ing Syrian soldiers since Damas- 
cus sent 7.00(1 troops into west 
Beirut to quell six days of clashes 
between the Shi'ite Muslim Atnal 
militia and leftists. 

Residents rushed home as the 
sound of exploding grenades and 
bursts of automatic fire rang out 
across the western sector, which 
had been relatively calm since 
Damascus sent in reinforcements 
to restore order. 

Syrian commanders have 
warned all gunmen they will be 
shot unless they lay down their 
arms and withdraw. 

The Ain Mreisseh area is tradi- 
tionally controlled by fighters of 


the Druze-led Progressive Social 
ist Party (PSP), while the pro 
Iranian Hizholiah (Party of God 
has held positions on the district '■ 
northern edge. 

"Immediately Syrians de 
ployed in the area went on max 
itiuim alert as many more troop; 
rushed to the seafront... the> 
appeared to be hunting the gun- 
men." one witness said. Later 
reports said calm returned to the 
area. 

The civilians who died in the 
crossfire were strolling along the 
seafront esplanade, according to 
Reuter. 

Minutes before the shooting, 
residents saw Syrian soldiers en- 
ter the Cavalier Hotel and detain 
(Continued on page 2) 
Militia weapons could be used 
against Israel and Gemayel, Junb- 
latt says, page 2 


Israeli police hunt for grenade attackers; 
Arabs continue protests in W.Bank 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli police step- 
ped up patrols in East Jerusalem 
on Monday, a day after a grenade 
attack wounded 12 paramilitary 
guards and five others. 

Four Palestinian groups 
claimed responsibility for Sun- 
day's assault. But police spokes- 
men said about 180 Arabs de- 
tained at the bombing site for 
questioning on Monday had been 
released, and there were no sus- 
pects in custody. 

Police said dozens of officers 
searched homes, shops and 
streets in the city for dues and 
suspects. 

Dozens of additional soldiers 
were called in to patrolnear tbe 
site of the attack, located about 
50 metres from the Damascus 


Gate, one of seven entry points to 
the Old City. 

In the West Bank on Monday, 
an army spokesman said Palesti- 
nian protesters fashioned road- 
blocks of rocks in the main streets 
of Ramallah and Beit Jaliah 
which are both near Jerusalem. 

Tbe spokesman said stones were 
burled at cars with Israeli licence 
plates and a bus window was 
smashed near the Jelazoun 
Palestinian refugee camp outside 
Ramallah. 

• A Israeli military patrol was 
also attacked with stones at the 
Askar refugee camp near Nablus, 
the spokesman said. 

No injuries or damage was 
reported in the West Bank pro- 
tests. 

Three villagers were arrested 


after windows were shattered at 
an Israeli-owned restaurant in an 
East Jerusalem suburb. 

Sunday's grenade attack was 
claimed by four Palestinian 
groups. The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) published a 
communique in Tunis claiming 
responsibility, and Force 17, an 
elite unit of the Fateh movement, 
telephoned a French news agency 
in Jerusalem saying it carried out 
the attack. 

It was also claimed by two 
other groups, the Syrian-backed 
Fateh Uprising which issued a 
statement in Beirut and the 
Democratic Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (DFLP) which 
issued a communique in 
Damascus. 


Firing stops 
exodus 
from Shatila 

BEIRUT (R) — Palestinians 
fired bursts of machinegun fire to 
stop refugees leaving Shatila 
camp in Beirut on Monday, after 
the Shi'ite Amal militia said it 
had lifted a three-month siege. 

With Shatila’s 4,500 inhabi- 
tants reported badly needing 
food, witnesses said fruit and 
vegetable vendors gathered near 
an entrance to the camp expect- 
ing brisk business. 

But an hour after Amal's 
announcement lifting the siege, 
nobody had come out because of 
the firing. 

A Shi'ite cleric who tried to 
enter the camp to persuade the 
refiigees to come ont and a 
Palestinian woman accompanying 
him both said they were forced 
back by sniping. 

Oiris Giannou, a Canadian 
surgeon working in the camp, 
told Reuters by radio on Sunday 
there had been relief among re- 
fugees about a big deployment of 
Syrian troops in west Beirut. 

But Giannou said the refugees 
felt cautious. 


Iraq says thousands 
of Iranians killed 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said 
Monday that thousands of Ira- 
nian soldiers were killed in an 
overnight battle near the south- 
ern Iraqi port dty of Basra and 
threatened to renew its air raids' 
on Iranian towns and cities, 
halted on Thursday. 

A high command communique 
said the Iranians launched a 
series of attacks Sunday night 
west of the Jasim River and south 
of the Fish Lake, where Iran 
launched a cross border offensive 
on Jan. 9. 

It said the attackers encoun- 
tered artillery, tank and mortar 
fire supported by air cover from 
jets and helicopter gunships 
which left “thousands of enemy 
corpses scattered over the battle- 
field” 

The Iranian attack ended a 
three weeks lull in the area, scene 
of fierce fighting this year in 
which some 80,000 Iranians have 
died and between 150,000 and 
200,000 have been wounded, 
according to official Iraqi figures. 

A high command spokesman. 


in another statement on Sunday, 
accused Iran of violating Iraq's 
conditions for a halt in air raids 
on Iranian towns by shelling Bas- 
ra and launching the overnight 
attack. Iran denied shelling the 
city. 

“Iraqi armed forces are in full 
readiness to implement orders of 
the high command to retaliate for 
the Iranian crimes,” the Baghdad 
spokesman said. 

Baghdad spokesmen had pre- 
viously said Iraq would be free to 
launch fresh strikes if the Iranians 
bombed residential areas or 
attacked Iraqi territory. 

Iraqi warplanes flew 177 sorties 
Monday, destroyed three Hawk 
surface-to-air missile ' bases in the 
southern Iranian town of Khor- 
ramshahr and near the western 
Karun River, the Baghdad com- 
munique said. Helicopter 
gunships flew 132 combat mis- 
sions. 

Iran earlier reported one Iraqi 
aircraft shot down. The Baghdad 
communiques said all aircraft re- 
turned safely to base. 


Paris court begins Abdallah trial 


PARIS (Agencies) — Lebanese 
guerrilla suspect Georges Ibra- 
him Abdallah refused to answer 
questions at the start of his trial 
on Monday on charges of political 
violence, telling a special court he 
was an “Arab fighter.” 

Mr. Abdallah, whose release 
has been demanded by a shadowy 
group that claimed responsibility 
for a series of bombings in Paris 
last year, is the first defendant to 
appear before a new court sitting 
without a jury. 

Asked to give his name, age 
and other personal details at the 
opening or the trial in a central 
Paris courthouse, the 35-year-old 
Lebanese Christian repeatedly 
replied: “I am an Arab fighter.” 
He said the same thing last July 
to justify his silence before a 
court in Lyon that sentenced him 
to four years for conspiracy, 
arms possession and uang false 
papers. 

In a statement smuggled out of 
prison last week, Mr. Abdallah 
challenged France's right to try 
him, saying: 'T ask you simply to 
please wash your hands stained 
with our blood and the blood of 
onr children before claiming to 
judge us.” 



Georges I. Abdallah 


Believed by police to have 
founded and led tbe left-wing 
group Lebanese Armed Revolu- 
tionary Factions (FARL), he is 
accused of complicity in die 1982 
killings of U.S. Military Attache 
James Ray and Israeli diplomat 
Yacov Barsunentov. 

He also is charged with com- 
plicity in die attempted murder of 
the U.S. consul-general in Stras- 
bourg, Robert Homme, who was 
shot and wounded on March 26, 

The U.S. government, which 
last year criticised what it saw as 
the light sentence handed down 
by the Lyon court, has joined the 


Paris case as a civil party to pres 
its demand that Mr. Abdallaf 
stay behind bars as long a; 
possible. 

France's right-wing govern 
ment has ordered exceptions 
security measures for the trial 
placing 3.500 police on full aler 
in the French capital and calling 
for increased vigilance from the 
general public. 

The moves follow a series oi 
threats, several of which police 
say they are raking seriously, oi 
violent attacks to coincide wit! 
the trial before a seven-membei 
tribunal. 

Mr. Abdallah was a centra! 
figure in last September's Pari 
bombings, in which 11 people 
were killed and more than 15C 
injured. 

The committee for Solidarity 
with Arab and Middle East Poli- 
tical Prisoners, which claimed re- 
sponsibility for those attacks, de- 
manded the release of Mr. 
Abdallah and two additional con- 
victed extremists. 

Last week, excerpts of the open- 
ing statement Mr. Abdallah said 
he wanted to read at the trial 
were published in the maram^ 
NouveOe Obscrvateur. 
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Junblatt: Militia weapons could 
be used against Israel, Gemayel 


West Beirutis voice mixed feeling about Syrian troops 


DAMASCUS (R) — Lebanese Drnze chieftain Walid 
Jnnblatt has said militia weapons to be collected in 
Muslim-controlled west Beirut could be used against 
Israel and the Falangist Party of President Amin 
Gemayel. 


‘The Syrian troops could do a 
lot in 'west Beirut to establish law 
and order. Militia heavy arms and 
weapons could be used some- 
where else ... against Israel, 
Gemayel he told a news 
conference asthousands of Syrian 
troops poured into west Beirut 
to clear gunmen off the streets. 

Witnesses said units of a 4,000- 
strong force drove to staging 
posts in various parts of the city 
while dozens of Syrian tanks mas- 
sed at Beirut airport. 

Mr. Junblatt was one of five 
Lebanese leaders, including 
Prime Minister Rashid Karami, 
who requested the Syrian force 
after a week of fierce militia 
battles in west Beirut. 

Mr. Gemayel and other Falan- 
gist leaders have criticised the 
request as unconstitutional and 
Syrian intervention as unaccept- 
able. 


weapons to the Syrians. 

“I am ready to bring all my 
arms from west Beirut and the 
Shouf (mainly Druze-populaled 
areas) to Damascus and give 
them to the Syrians,’' he said. 

He said he was going to Leba- 
non Monday to give his militia- 
men “clear instructions to give up 
arms and to tell them that what 
happened in west Beirut was a big 
blunder and that arms are no 
longer needed.” 


Israel has reacted with caution 
to the Syrian move. Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin said 
Israel would prefer Syrian troops 
to stay out of west Beirut, but 
would decide how to react after a 
careful study of the situation. 

“From the Israeli point of 
view, it is preferable that the 
Syrians do not return to Beirut 
even in small numbers,” Mr. 
Rabin told state radio before the 
Syrian troops entered the dty. 
“We will see what develops and 
weigh our steps.” 

Mr. Junblatt said he was willing 
to hand over all his militia 


Mr. Junblatt said he hoped the 
new security plan and imple- 
mentation of law and order would 
apply to everyone, apparently re- 
ferring to the rival Syrian-backed 
Shi’ite Muslim Amal militia. 

Syria's chief of military opera- 
tions in Lebanon, Brigadier Gha- 
zi Kanaan. Sunday wanted armed 
men to give up their arms and 
keep off west Beirut streets. 

“There will be no more suffer- 
ing after today,” Brig. Kanaan 
told radio stations. “I ask all 
gunmen to give up their weapons 
and go back to their homes. From 
now on we will have no mercy on 
gunmen in the street.” 

Mr. Junblatt warned that abs- 
ence of a “dear and explicit” 
political plan that backs the 
security plan “will be a danger to 
everybody.” He did not elabo- 
rate. 

Mr. Junblatt suggested some 
Palestinians in Lebanon could re- 
tain their arms to be used against 
fighters of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) leader 


Yasser Arafat 

“It is a must to keep some aims 
in the hands of patriotic Palesti- 
nians and help them a gainst the 
Arafat people. This is my opin- 
ion, I may be wrong. 

“We still need a kind of Palesti- 
nian-Lebanese armed presence to 
face the Israelis in the South and 
die Falangists in the North,” Mr. 
Jnnblatt said. 

He added: “We have to help 
the Syrian army together to get 
out ail saboteurs — Palestinians 
and Lebanese. 1 think the Syrians 
are more keen than myself to 
protect the Palestinians.” 

Meanwhile west Beirutis 
watched warily as thousands of 
Syrian troops roared into their 
dty to end a week of ferodous 
mili tia battles which killed about 
200 people. 

• “If they dean out the militias 
and their weapons, yes, we will 
all be with them,” said Kbaled 
Labban, 40, as he swept debris 
and glass from his fire-blackened 
home. 

Syrian soldiers, chanting 
pledges to restore peace, rumbled 
into town Sunday in columns of 
tanks, troop carriers and trucks. 
They secured key positions and 
settled for the night in parks, 
sports stadiums and Lebanese 
army barracks. 

Hundreds of Shi'ite Muslims 
cheered the Syrian tanks as they 
clattered towards west Beirut 
through the coastal slums of 
Ouzai, untouched by last week's 
fighting between the Shi’ite Amal 
militia and its Dnize and Com- 
munist rivals. 

No Bowers and rice were 
thrown, Lebanon's traditional 
way of welcoming friendly forces. 
One bystander said rice had be- 
come too expensive to waste for 


people hit by an economic crisis 

But in the battered heart of 
west Beirut, where Sunni and 
Dnize mingle with fTirisriflm and 
Armenians, a$ well as Shi’ites, 
the mood was grim. 

People stared in silence from 
their balconies or whispered in 
small groups as the heavily-armed 
Syrians fumed out. 

Carloads of Amal militiamen 
cheered and waved assault rifles 
as they drove alongside the in- 
coming Syrian trucks. 

Dnize and Communist fighters 
slipped sflentiy away or withcfrew 
to militia barracks and party 
offices. 

“Let's hope we won’t be seeing 
any battles between those guys 
and the Syrians,” said one resi- 
dent, pointing to a car full of 
Dnize militiam en r acing away. 

’Then again, we wouldn't 
mind the devil himself if he could 
end this lawlessness and chaos,” 
he added. 

Weary residents emerged from 
cellars and shelters to see their 
city in a shambles. About 500 
people were wounded in six days 
of close-quarter fighting which 
involved artillery, tanks, mortars, 
rocket-propelled grenades and 
macfainegnns. ' 

Some citizens, cynical after 
almost 12 years of civil war and 
mOitia anarchy, voiced doubts 
about the Syrian role. 

“I don't believe the Syrians 
were sent here on a peace mis- 
sion. I think we should expect 
more fighting,” said one man, 
who asked not to be named. 

“It seems strange that Syria, 
which originally supplied aims to 
the militias, can't now order them 
to lay down their weapons, and 
has to send thousands of troops to 
collect them,” said another. 


Mujahedeen 
reports 
anti-war 
protests 
in Iran 


:k 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Ira- 
nian anti-government guerrillas 
said Monday that Revolutionary 
Guards opened fire on hundreds 
of people who were protesting 
against the Iran-Iraq war, wound- 
ing several. 

The People’s Mujahedeen said 
the demonstrators in the north 
western city of Tabriz chanted 
slogans against the war and called 
for peace with Baghdad in a 
protest on Feb. 14. 

Several hours after the protest 
began and “fearing the spread of 
the demonstration," the govern- 
ment's Revolutionary Guards 
opened fire on the crowd. 

Claims by opposition groups 
and by the Iranian government 
can seldom be independently 
confirmed. 


Chad reports new clash in Aouzou Strip 


NDAJMENA (R) — Chad said 
Monday that its forces had 
clashed with Libyan troops for 
the second time in two weeks in 
the disputed Aouzou Strip in the 
far north of the country, killing . 
seven Libyan soldiers. 

The vast desert strip is claimed ' 
by Libya, which Chad says has 
occupied it for the past 14 years. 

An army high command state- 
ment said Sunday’s ambush took 
place at Yebbi-Summa, a few 
kilometres south of the town of 
Aouzou. 

Four Libyan soldiers were 
wounded and two heavy trans- 


port vehicles loaded ‘ with 
weapons and ammunition were 
destroyed along with two jeeps 
carrying ground-to-ground mis- 
siles, it said. Chadian forces suf- 
fered no casualties, it a dried. i - 


It was the second time, t^is, 
month -that Chad has reported 
fighting in the Aouzou Strip, 
where, according to Western in- 
telligence reports, Libya has con- 
centrated a large number of 
troops involved in fighting in 
northern Chad. 

Chad reported the earlier clash 
in the strip on Feb. 12. It was 


apparently the first time PhaH 
reported fighting inside the dis- 
puted strip or so far north. 

Sources dose to the Chad gov- 
ernment said the two clashes, for 
which Jl^re was no. independent 

confbrnj^pon ^ ; # showed that 

N'Djamjepa- was determined to. 
free file whole country from Li- 
byan occupation. 


Chadian forces last December 
launched a major drive to oust 
several thousand Libyan troops it 
says have occupied northern 
Chad snce 1983. Libya denies 
having any troops in Chad. 


Sudanese army reports attack on rebel camp 


KHARTOUM, Sudan (AP) — 
Sudanese army troops have des- 
troyed a major southern rebel 
camp in the Upper Nile province, 
killing many rebels, a statement 
by the General Command said 
Monday. 

It said the target of the Sunday 
attack was a rebel camp near 
Pibor, a town 1,000 kilometres 


south east of Khartoum. 

The statement said the army 
“levelled” the camp in the dawn 
assault and that “large numbers 
of rebels” were killed. It did not 
specify bow many. 

Army casualties were three 
dead and eight wounded, it said. 

The statement said army troops 
captured military hardware in- 


cluding two anti-tank guns 
mounted on jeeps, two anti-air- 
craft guns, some rifles and a large 
quantity of ammunition. 

The General Command 
cl aim e d the rebels used the camp 
as a base from which they 
“attacked, looted - and raped 
peaceful citizens who refused to 
join their ranks.” 


New report 
splits U.S. , 
Israeli 
differences 
onLavi 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A con- 
gressional repori put a new wrinkle 
into the U.S.-Israeli dispute over 
whether Tel Aviv should bnSd a 
new jet fighter or scrap tbe prog- 
ramme and buy U.S.-built 
planes. 

Israel estimates its Lavi fighters 
will cost $14.5 million each. U.S. 
government, which is providing 
most of the money to dervdogthe 
Lavi, estimates the cost at $22.1 
million each and says Israel 
should buy U.S.-buift planes in- 
stead. 

But the General Accounting 
Office (GAO) says both the Pen- 
tagon and Israel are wrong. More 
likely, the cost will turn out to be 
about $17.5 milfion each, the 
congressional agency said. 

Congressman Lee Hamilton, 
chairman of the House Foreign 
Affairs Mideast Subcommittee, 
said in a statement tbe GAO 
report raises “serious financial 
questions” which should be 
answered by die United States 
and Israel 

The Israeli government 
announced tbe Lavi programme 
eight years ago with tine intention 
of producing an Israeli-built 
plane for use by the Jewish state's 
air force. The Lavi, a Hebrew 
word meaning “lion,” would re- 
place Israel’s aging arsenal of 
U.S.-produced A-4 Skyhawks 
and Israeli-built, Kfir fighters. 

Israel wants to build 300 
Lavis with the first to be pro- 
duced in 1990. 

Thus for, according to the 
GAO, $1.3 bOfion, or 90 per cent 
of the Lavi’s development cost, 
has come from U.S. assistance. 

Although the planes would be 
constructed in Israel, U.S. indus- 
try is heavily involved in the 
programme. As of last Novem- 
ber, tbe GAO noted, 120 U.S. 
firms had Lavi contracts. 

But the two allies have argued 
over the cost and U.S. officials 
have recently pressed Israel to 
scrap the project and replace the 
Lavi with U.S.-built planes such 
as the F-16.. 

Hie GAO -review founds that 
there “are significant differ-' 
ences” between the Pentagon and : 
Israel Over how to estimate the, 
cost of the Lavi. Some of those 
disagreements come from diffe- 
rent ways of calculating the cost, 
it noted. 

But the GAO warned that 
“neither estimate provides for 
significant slippages or other un- 
foreseen problems, which could 
increase costs.” 

In reaction to the GAO, the 
Israeli embassy issued a state- 
ment which read, in part, “Israel 
is mindful of the fact that whether 
it. builds the Lavi or indeed any 
alternative to meet its operational 
requirements, a heavy economic 
burden will have to be borne. At 
tbe same time, Israel is confident 
that its economic growth, com- 
bined with its technological 
advancement, will support this 
programme.” 


U.S. denies raid aimed to kill Qadhafi 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
White House has denied a news- 
paper report that the United 
grates deliberately set out to kill 
Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi 
in air raids on Tripoli last April. 

‘The bombs that fen on the 
Qadhafi fondly compound were 
taigetted on mflitaiy barracks 200 
metres away,” White House 
spokesman Dan Howard told 
Reuters. “There was no plan to 
gp after Qadhafi specifically.” 

Mr. Howard said he knew of 
no expectation that Col. Qadhafi 
would be in the military barracks 
at die time of the raid. 

“They (the U.S. planes) amply 
overshot the target,” Mr. Ho- 
ward said. 

Tbe New York Times reported 


Sunday that the real aim of tbe 
raid was not to strike guerrilla 
and military facilities a* -h- 
Reagan a dministra tion claimed, 
but to assassinate the Libyan 
leader. 


New York Times reporter 
Seymour Hexsh, who said he in- 
terviewed more than 70 U.S. 
officials and servicemen, quoted 
one U.S. Air Force intelligence 
officer as saying: “There is no 
question they were looking for 
Qadhafi. It was briefed that way. 
They were going to kfil him.” 
Col. Qadhafi’s 15-month-old 
adopted daughter was among 
scores of people reported killed 
in the raids on the Libyan capital 
and on Benghazi. 


Hash said the plan was coor- 
dinated by the National Security 
^oandl (NSC), the same body 
involved m secret arms safes to 
Inn. 

He said Lieutenant Colonel 
North, who was fired from the 
NSC after the ban scandal broke 
in November 2986, was a moving 
force behind the planned attack 
on Col. Qadhafi. 

Richard Shadyac, counsel to 
the Libyan gover nm ent, dismis- 
sed the White House denial. 


“There is, no question as to why 
tbe raid was held. They (the 
United States) wanted to knock 
off Qadhafi,” says Mr. Shadyac 
told Cable News Network Televi- 
sion. 


Honduras 

reportedly 

bought 

Soviet-made 

arms from 

Israel 


NEW YORK (AP) — The Hon- 
duran militar y purchased millions 
of dollars worth of Soviet-made 
weaponry from Israel, according 
to a report. 

The Honduran military nor- 
mally does not use the types of 
weapons purchased, but the anti- 
Njcaragnan contra rebels do, said 
the report on the CBS television 
network programme “60 Mi- 
nutes.” 

The programme said Sunday it 
had received certificates signed 
by a high Honduran official 
documenting the purchase of 
2,000 RPG-7 rocket-propelled 
grenades and 4,000 AK47 assault 
rifles from the Israeli Defence 
Ministry. 

Gen. Walter Lopez, who com- 
manded the Honduran Aimed 
Forces from 1984 to 1986, told 
the programme the Hondurans 
do not use the weapons. The 
p rog ramm e said Honduran milit- 
ary officials told it the weapons 
were purchased for training. 

Jack Terrell, a mercenary who 
spent several months with the 
contras in 1984 and 1985, told die 
programme that contra officials 
told him tffey wefereoemng atm 
from Israel. . _ . 


Health minis ters to discuss 
relief operations in Lebanon 


AMMAN (Petra)- Jordan will be 
taking part in the Arab Ministers 
of Health Council meetings due 
to open in Khartoum on March 4 
to disnipg health conditions of the 
Arab citizens in the Israeli-held 
Arab territories. 

During the three-day meetings, 
the council will review a report op 
inter Arab cooperation in organi- 
sing, relief operations and ex- 
tending health and medical ser- 
vices to victims of rite civil war in 
Lebanon and the Palestinian re- 
fugees in cooperation with the 


Palestine Red Crescent Society. 
The 'council will also review the 
activities of tbe Arab health 
documentation and publications 
centre and tbe implementation of 
the council's earlier recom- 
mendations concerning the pro-, 
cess of blood transfusion, protec- 
tion against radiation and training 
Arab doctors and researches. 

The council is also scheduled to 
discuss issues pertaining - to the 
use of medicine and coordination 
among world and regional orga- 
nisations in health-related affaire. 


Israeli witness claims 


Demjanjuk is ‘Ivan* 


TEL AVIV (R) — A survivor of 
a Nazi death camp told a packed 
Israeli courtroom Monday that 
alleged war criminal John Dem- 
janjuk was a notorious guard 
“Ivan the terrible” who beat and 
killed prisoners and ordered one 
to have sex with a teenage girl 
who had survived a gas chamber. 

Dozens of spectators dapped 
when Pinhas Epstein, 62, pointed 
an index fay-r at the Ukramian- 
boro Demjanjuk and told the 
three-judge court: “that’s him.” 
Residing Judge Dov Levin 
shouted in anger: “Quiet in the 
court That will not recur. The 
pabtic in an Israeli court may sit 
and listen but it cannot react.” 
Israel accuses Demjanjuk, 66, 
of being ‘Ivan the terrible,” who 
operated the g as chambers and 


Syrian soldiers battle gunmen in west Beirut 


(Continued from page 1) 
seven PSP fighters. 

Residents m the Mar F.Kas 
area, where some of the heaviest 
street battles took place, saw 
Amal gunmen stop cars and 
abduct -some of the passengers 
and drivers. 

“The militiamen were hiding in 
die entrance of one buOdmg. 
They would stop people... take 
them inside, ask them questions 
and then either release them or 
kidnap them,” said one witness 
quoted by Renter. 

Residents said PSP fighters, 
who have been battling Amal 
over the past week, were also 
engaged in tit-for-tat abductions. 

Brigadier Gbazj Kanaan, 


Syria’s militar y intelligence chief 
in Lebanon, on Sunday issued a 
warning to all militias to free 
scores of people missing in a wave 
of kidnappings. 

Earlier, Syrians set up check- 
points, while troops bristling with 
weapons headed to one area 
where a local radio reported a 
man had been shot dead. 

Political sources said Syria gave 
militia leaden a 24-hour, secret 
deadline Sunday night to pull 
their fighters off the streets. 

They said Syria would boost 
the strength of its forces in Beirut 
to about 10,000 troops and had 
warned that it would- not hesitate 
to take firm action to stamp out 
any further unrest. 


“It is strange,” said a boutique 
owner in once-foshionaUe Hamra 
district, scourged by street battles 
over tbe past week. “We woke up 
this morning to see the streets 
empty of gunmen. As if by magic, 
they simply disappeared.” 


i Many shops and banks opened 
for the first time in a week and 
thousands of people trapped in 
bomb shelters streamed to work 
following the first major deploy- 
ment of Syrian troops in the 
divided capital since 1982. 

“We’re used to this,” said a 
bank clerk as traffic clogged one 
avenue. “Give us a few hours of 
peace and quiet and you’d think 
nothing had happened.” 


K r - 


committed atrocities at Treblinka 
death camp in Nazi-occupied Po- 
land in World War II. 

Demjanjuk — brought to 
Israel from Cleveland, Ohio, 
where he was a car worker — sat 
impassively beside a policeman 
and translator. He denies being 
“Ivan” and says his is a case of 
mistaken identity. 

Epstein, now an Israeli and the 
first of eight Treblinka s urvivors 
to testify, wiped tears from his 
eyes while describing bow he was. 
assigned to remove bodies from 
the gas chambers at Treblinka. 

He said he mid other workers 
were ordered to sit while a thick- 
set man known as Ivan pressed 
the button to activate the gas at 
Treblinka where prosecutors say 
870,000 people were killed. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


’ An exhibition entitled “Sczdikiaa" 
at the French Cultural Centre (until 
Feb. 28). 


* An exhibition of sports photographs 
by Soviet photographer Igor Otkm 
from TASS news agency at Yartnouk 
University in Irbid (until Feb. 26). 


“ An art exhibition by Mohammad 
Police and Munira A] Tunisia at the 
Housing Book Centre Gaflery. 


* An exhibition of plastic arts marking 
the University of Jordan’s stiver jubilee 
at the university (until March 4). 


an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal At QaTa 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9.00 

а. m.-5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a 
collection oC paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of p aintin g s by 
19th Century orientalist artists. Muuta- 
zab, Jabal Luweibdeb. Opening boon: 
10.00 a.m. - 1.30 p.m. and 3.00 pan.- 

б. 00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 
630128. 

Martyrs’ Memorial (Military 
Mnsenns); Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening boms 9.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 
dosed Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 


VIDEO 


SERVICE CLUBS 


* The ABC News at 7:00 p.m. at tbe 
American Centre. 


* “Lcs Vokans" at 4 KM p.m. u tbe 
French Cultaral Centre. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Rhyal Cultural Centre .. Td. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute ... 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre ......... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Gty 667IgL'6 

■Y-W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 6642S1 

Amman Municipal Library 637111 

Unjv. of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


Lions Amman Clnfa. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at tbe Hob- 
day Inn, 1:30 p.m. 

Lions PttaddpMa Oub- Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 7:30 p.m. 
PMadriphh Rotary dob. Meetings 
every Wednesday at tbe Holiday Inn, 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 

p.m. 

Royal AntomobOf Club. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. 815261. 
815410. 


CHURCHES 


SL J o sep h Chardi (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church ot the Aramdation (Roman 


“ Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum." Fun and knowledge for all 
ag e s, plus a small planetarium. Open 
all week M0 a.m. - I p.m. and 330 
p-m. - 6:00 p.m. dosed on Friday. 
FaBdorc Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to 18th 
centuries). Tbe Raman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening bows: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

Jordan Ar chaeo logical M nseam. Has 


Catholic) Jabal Luweibdch, Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaBe Qmrcfa (Roman Catbo&e) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Tenasnta Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Loweibdeh, mass in Italian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday at 5 JO 
p.m. Tel: 622366 

Church of the Ammnetatiou (Greek 
Onbodox) Abdah. Tel. 623541. 
AngUan Cbmtfa (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Td. 678906. 
Armenian Catbofic Q ua eh Asbrafreh, 

Td. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Charcb Astra* 
fieh. Tel. 7»2fil. 

SL Ephraim Cbmtfa (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) AsfaraSeh, Tel. 771751. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


PRAYER TIMES 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian information department at 
the Queen Alia International Airport 
TcL (08) S3200-S. where it should 
always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

9fcg Singapore. Kuala Lumpur f RJ) 

8908 ;r.”!!!!“!““"Z!”!..^ro( 

0*2S Jeddah) 

lfc08 Dubai, Abu Dhabi ) 

1 8H» Dhahran, Kuwait ( 

)8£5 Doha, Bahrain | 

17:35 New York, Vienna) 

17:48 Athens) 

17:59 Paris. Brussels ( 

18:05 .... Copenhagen, Frankfort) 

18sl5 - Istanbul) 

19:48 Tripoli) 

19*5 Rome | 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

lli» Cairo (MS) 

1*15 Moscow (SU) 

13:45 Kuwait (KU) 

1*10 Riyadh (SV) 

19t55 Rome. Damascus (AZ) 

26*0 Zurich, Larsaea (SR) 

21:08 Frankfurt (LH*I 

22J0 Baghdad (1A.) 

•0J0 London, Cairo (BA) 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN RIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

06:45 Aqaba (RJ) 

10*5 - RomefRJl 

IlrW Tripoli (RJ) 

11:98 .... Amsterdam, New York ( 

11=30 Athens) 

11* Belgrade, Madrid) 

1240 Geneva, London) 

12545 Istanbul) 

19J0 Kuwait) 

28-.4S Abu Dhabi, Dubai ( RJ) 

21:15 Cairo (RD 

21:15 Damascus (RJ) 

22*1 Bangkok (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

MOO Moscow rsuj 

16M Riyadh (SV) 

2348 Lisbon, Rio de Janeiro (IA) 


84:48 — Fajr 

06t07 (Sunrise) Doha 

11:49 Dbubr 

15&2 *Asr 

17:31 Maghreb 

I&49 Tsfaa 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Monday rates 

Local seR/bay rates in E3s 

Belgian franc — 89.2/ 90.6 

Dutch guilder 163.5/ 166.2 

French franc 55.5/ 56.4 

Italian lira ... 26/ 26.4 

Japanese yen (for 100) 220.3 1 222.9 

Swedish crown 52.1 J S2J{ 

Swig franc 218.7/ 222 

U.K. sterling pound 518.8/ 525.5 

U.S. doOar 338.6/ 341.7 

W. German mark 184.7/ 187.7 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 


fr win be relatively warm, with the 
appearance of medium and high 
oewds. Winds wjfl be southwesterly 
moderate to fresh causing ^ 
times, especially in the eas tern hwh 
souther^ parts. In Aqaba, it mil be 
dusty, with northerly moderate winds 
and calm sea. 


Min /mar temp. 
Amman mi 7 

***** - — ininni — iiiit i 4 / 31 

5/24 

Jordan VaBey 14/28 


Yesterday’s high temperatures; Am-, 
own 21, Aqaba 31. Humidity readings: 
Amman 29 per cent, Aqaba 17 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


EMERGENCIES 

Radio Jordan 

Mirristry of Tourism _ 

774111/19 
... 642311 

Amman governorate 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198,199 

Ovfl Defence Irbid ....271293,273131 

Crril Defence Quweisaieb 770733 

Civil Defence DeirABa 57306 

A nbulju ** 193,775111 

Price complaints 

... 661176 
12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 

10 

Repair service 

11 


Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

Hr? aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

PtiBoe rescue 192,621111,637777 

Poticc headquarter* 639141 

Traffic police 896390/1 

Bectric Power Co. 636381/4, 624S81 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Afia lull. Airpon (08)53330/60 


NIGHT DUTY 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kbafidi Maternity. J. Amu... 644281/6 
Alrileb Maternity, J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman ......... 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisairi 664171/4 

S hm ri sani Hospital 669131 

Univmity Hospital 845845/85 

Al-Moasfaer Hospital 667227/9 

Tbe Islamic, Abdah 666127/37' 

Al-Ahh,Abdali 664164/6 

ltafian. Al-Muha jreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Asfaraficb 775111/26 

Army, Maria 891611/15 

Queen A&a Hospital 60224000 

Amal Hospital 674155 

general 


Jordan Television 773111/19 


AMMAN: 

£ ^iAsa’ad- 897919 

Dr. M uh a m mad Allan 894866 

Sal am Pharmacy .: 636730 

Noroukh Pharmacy 723672 

Khslaf pharmacy 778653 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Saheb pharmacy 668056 

reraows pharmacy 787336 

TAXIS: 

KayyaB tarri -....666030 

Taxma tad 644660 

Tamer taxi . .666474 

Amman taxi 842474 

jkskfMiari .’"842400 

- 736428 

M 7 e,ta » : 776131 

IRBID: 

Dr. Fa wwaz Mo m am / > 

Halabi pharmacy / { 

Sfraraa* pharmacy ... ( j 

ZARQA: 

ttr. Yahia Tarifi 981520 

Qoaaai pjmrrnftry | j 


market prices 


; (AD kinds] 

Banana 

Banana (Mnk&mmar) ..... 


Broad beans 

Beetroot .......... 


Carrot fbtackj _.’™ 

Carrot, (yellow) ...... 

CauHBowcrfyeDow) ..... 
Caufiflowrr (white) 

Chestnut 

Cucnmb e u. 


'Si% 

320/270 

— 270/220 
-,.-<50/350 
... 110/ 80 
.... 90/ 60 
— -70/ 40 

HO/ 100 

- 110/ 80 
110/ 80 

... 60/ 30 
-550/450 
... 160/ 120 
- 130/100 
120/ 90 


Garfic 

Gnpe&uit :J””' 

Lemon 

Mtoiinf 

(Mon (dry) 

Onion (green) "*] 


d) .... 


Pepper 


*>- r ~ 

■gddish 
Spinach 
Tosnato es 

Turnip 


.... 4007: 
-,130/: 
..... 110/ 
.... 1 ? 0 / 
-,.180/! 
-.160/; 
...:28o/: 

— 240/ ! 
....340/: 
-.340/: 
-.340/! 
... 190/1 
..... 807 

70/ 

... 100 / 

— 80; 






* 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

New governors for Amman, Irbid 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Irbid Governor Mohammad Ali A1 Amin has 
been appointed governor of the Amman region in accordance with 
a decision by Minister of Interior Rajai Dajani. Mr. Amin 
succeeds Mr. Ahmad Hindawi who retired some two months ago. 
The minister also decided to appoint Mr. Akran A1 Naser, who 
prewously served as governor at the Ministry of Interior, to 
stKceed Mr. Amin as governor of Irbid. The new appointments 
take effect as of March 1, 1987. 

Khayyat calls on Swareddahab 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul 
Aztz AlKhayyat on Monday visited Field Marshal Abdul Rahman 
Swareddahab, former head of the military council in Sudan who 
teft hospital Sunday after a successful open heart surgery. Dr. 
jPjayyat was accompanied by his under-secretary. Dr. Abdul 
Salam A1 Abbadi. 

Majali graduates police officers 

AMMAN (Petra) — Public Security Department (PSD) Director 
Lieutenant General Abdul Hadi A1 Majali on Monday stressed the 
importance of traini ng in upgrading the department's performance 
to enable it offer the best services to the country and citizens. 
Speaking during a graduation ceremony of a special police training 
course, he said the department takes pride in the good standard of 
training and preparation of PSD staff. The graduates presented 
performances of physical fitness, fighting, shooting and rescue 
operations before receiving their certificates. 

VTC starts guidance service at school 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Vocational Training Corporation (VTC) 
is currently embarking on a vocational guidance and counselling 
programme for students at preparatory schools. Under the 
programme, which is being carried out in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Education, students are being oriented on the various 
vocational training programmes and courses offered by the VTC. 
The vocational training programmes include mech anical and 
electrical trades, carpentry, welding, central heating, plumbing, 
heating and air conditioning, building, printing, hotel training and 
radio and television maintenance, in addition to the maintenance 
of office machin es and child care. 


Jordan to attend ALO meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will take part in an Arab Labour 
Organisation conference due to open in Baghdad du ring March. 
Jordan will be represented at the week-long meetings by Minister of 
Labour -and Social Development Khaled A1 Haj Hassan. A 
Ministry of Labour source said that the meeting will discuss 
subjects on the agenda for the International Labour Organisation 
conference in June, adding that the Baghdad talks will try to unify 
Arab countries' stands on different subjects to be taken up at the 
ILO conference. 


"ml is. 
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— jlVfinistiy destroys'spoiled foodstuffs 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Supply Ministry has destroyed 2,462 
kilogrammes of expired fruits, canned food, milk, vegetables and 
cereals after these foodstuffs were found unfit for human con- 
sumption. The commodities were destroyed by the ministry during 
January and included: 142 kilogrammes of canned fruits, 129 
kilogrammes of canned vegetables, 232 kilogrammes of sweets, 
517 kilogrammes of meat, 363 kilogrammes of fish, 30 kilogram- 
mes of cooking oD, and 539 kilogrammes of milk. 


Heart recipient dies 
after severe seizure 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Ahmad Abu Sha- 
qra, Jordan's second heart reci- 
pient died on Monday, two days 
after being admitted to hospital 
with a severe seizure, a hospital 
source has announced. He was 
.24. 

Mr. Shaqra’s death was caused 
by “his body’s severe and sadden 
rejection of the transplanted 
heart," according to the Jorda- 
nian News Agency, Petra, which 
quoted “an official medical 
source” of the Royal Medical 
Services of the King Hussein 
Medical Centre. Intensive care 
could not save die patient, it 
added. 

The unnamed source con- 
firmed that Mr. Shaqra had en- 
joyed “excellent health” follow- 
ing the successful heart transplant 
in April, 1986, until Saturday 
when he was admitted to hos- 
pital. 

Mr. Shaqra's friend Abdullah 
KhalO who was also the first ever 
heart recipient in the Kingdom in 
August, 1985, told Petra that Mr. ■ 
Shaqra had not been taking his 
prescribed medication (Cyclos- 
porin) for the last three weeks 
“because of a problem with his 
family.” The medication func- 
tions to facilitate the body’s 
acceptance of the transplanted 
heart. 


. Hospital officials were not im- 
mediately available for comment. 

On April 16, 1986, a team of 
Jordanian army doctors per- 
formed the heart transplant on 
Mr. Shaqra who was suffering 
from congestive cardiomyopathy. 

The transplanted heart was 
taken from a 15-year-old Jorda- 
nian, Khader Hijazeen, who was 
declared brain dead at the time. 

The donor, who suffered an 
acute cerebral haemorrhage due 
to congenital malformation in the 
brain, was admitted to the hospit- 
al unconscious, a day before the 
transplant operation which was 
permitted by the Hijazeen family. 
His family also agreed to the 
donation of the boy's kidney to 
another patient, Nazmiyeh Bak- 
er, 45, who suffered chronic re- 
nal failures. Both successful op- 
erations were performed simul- 
taneously. 

Dr. Da’oud Hanania, leading 
the team of cardiac surgeons 
operating on Mr. Shaqra, de- 
clared the operation was 85 per 
cent successful after the surgery. 

Mr. Khalil, the first recipient as 
well as two other heart recipients 
in the Kingdom are reported to 
be in good condition. 

Mr. Khalil is said to be leading 
a normal life, working as a clerk 
at the Queen Aha Heart Centre, 
going home and reporting to 
work on foot, keeping fit jogging 
at least three kilometres a day. 


Transport minister visits 
precast concrete company 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Transport Ahmad Dakhqan on 
Monday viated the Jordanian 
precast concrete company and 
met the company’s director 
general, Mr. Hisham Izznddin, 
and the company’s board of 
directors. 

Mr. Dakhqan was briefed on 
the company's establishment and 
the stages of producing rein- 
forced concrete. The minister was 
accompanied on his visit by the 
ministry's under secretary Ihsan 
A1 Nabulsi. 

Mr. Izzuddin said that his com- 
pany started to produce concrete 


sleepers for the Aqaba Railway 
Corporation after winning a JD 3 
millio n contract to supply 195,000 
concrete sleepers. He added that 
the company’s current production 
capacity is 170,000 sleepers a year 
which is sufficient for 100 
kilometres of railroad. He added 
that the company plans to in- 
crease its production capacity to 
200,000 sleepers a year to meet 
Jordan's need of sleepers in addi- 
tion to supporting the national 
economy ana providing 65 jobs. 

The company was established in 
1982 with a working capital of JD 
4 million, Mr. Izznddin said. 


Well-known Italian novelist 
Moravia visiting Jordan 


A M MAN - (J.T.)—— kalian jouri” 
jjalist and novelist Alberto Mo<a*r. 
via is currently in Amman on a 
private visit to Jordan. 

Italian Ambassador to Jordan 
Buigi Amaduzzi Monday hosted 
a luncheon in honour of Mr. 
Moravia who is accompanied by 
his wife, Carmen. Mr. Moravia 
will visit the city of Petra on 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Moravia, who is well 
known for his short stories, has 


'written novels which deal with 1 
emotional aridity, isolation ' and 
existential frustration. 

Critics have praised his stark, 
unadorned style, his psychologic- 
al penetration, his narrative skill, 
and his ability to create authentic 
characters and realistic dialogue. 

Mr. Moravia's books of short 
stories include Racconti Romani 
(Roman Tales), Nuovj Racconti 
Romani (More Roman Tales) 
and 0 Pardiso (Paradise). 


New book exposes Zionist designs at the U.N 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


Zionist Terrorism: Targetting the 
UJV. and international resolutions 


By Arafat Hfiazi 

Published by Dar A1 Sabah Press 

and Publishing House, 1987 

Amman 

Price £9.95 (hardcover). 

MANY books have been written 
and published on the world Zion- 
ist movement and its unscrupu- 
lous drive to establish and main- 
tain the Jewish state hi the Mid- 
dle East through terrorism, ex- 
tortion, blackmail as well as 
military incursions. 

Now for the first time, a well- 
known Jordanian writer and jour- 
nalist has put together the re- 
search findings to 'establish a defi- 
nite pattern in the international 
behaviour of the world Zionist 
movement — specifically aimed 
at bending the United Nations 
(U.N.) to the designs of the 
Jewish state. 

In his book “Zionist Terror- 
ism: Targetting the U.N. and 
International Resolutions,” Mr. 
Arafat Hijazi, former president 
of the Jordanian Journalist Asso- 
ciation, focuses on the experi- 
ences of a number of internation- 
al personalities, dead and living, 
who had worked for die U.N. 


BOOK REVIEW 


Mr. Hijazi narrates foe stories 
of Kurt Wakfiteim. (now Austria's 
President), Dag Hammerskjold, 
Count Folke Bemadoite, Gener- 
al Von Horn, ail - men who re- 
fused to surrender to Zionist de- 
sign in Palestine and the region. 

As a result of (heir stands, 
these five ' U.N. leaders suffered 
terrorist acts. Mr. Hijazi shows 
bow these aett have teen “justi- 
fied by the tahnud” and what Mr. 
Hijazi cans the “faked.Oid Testa- 
ment.” 


He said the Talmud, which 
inspires Jews to rule the whole 
world, encourages them to 
undertake the sinful acts of ter- 
rorism to silence all consdentions 
leaders by all means possible in 
order to be eventually capable of 
controlling world politics, and 
consequently the world. • 

Mr. Hijazi continues that be- 
sides the Talmud, there is the Old 
Testament “which the Zionists 
have endorsed with stories and 
deadly lies, that make their gen- 
erations think they are ‘God’s 
chosen people' and that Pales- 
tine is their promised land.” 
Mr. Hijazi considers it faked 
since religious books advocate 
and practise love and peace and 
the Old Testament used nowa- 


days permits the Zionists to use 
adultery, bribery, killing and de- 
ceit to achieve their designs and 
realise their goals of conquering 
and subduing other nations. 

The book, published at a time 
when Arabs were being labelled 
terrorist by the J ewish-influ enced 
Western media, argues that the 
origin of terrorism is “in the 
thoughts and beliefs” of the Zion- 
ist movement. To refute this 
accusation, Mr. Hijazi attempts 
to give a complete account to 
show the extent of terrorist acts 
against Arab people and those 
not conforming to Zionist poli- 
cies. He further shows that 
Zionists not only want to subdue 
Arabs and forcibly continue to 
occupy Palestine, but also to 


establish control over all nations, 
regions and races in order to 
realise a historical fantasy of com- 
plete' control and authority over 
the whole world and domination 
of the globe. 

Mr. Hijazi has served as chief 
editor of a number of Jordanian 
dailies and magazines. At various 
stages in his career he has contri- 
buted to- leading Arabio-Iaguage 
publications on current issues. He 
was a member of the executive 
committee of the Organisation of 
International Journalists, and is a 
permanent member of the 
Bureau of the Arab- Jordanian 
Association. 



Education 

official 

meets teachers, 
tours schools in 
Karak 

Govemorate 

KARAK (Petra) — The recent 
establishment of 21 education de- 
partments is in line with the 
Education Ministry's efforts to- 
wards decentralisation to give 
staff a chance to work with a team 
spirit in implementing policies, 
according to Dr. Ahmad A1 
Bashaireh, undersecretary at the 
education ministry. 

Dr. Bashaireh told a gathering 
of teachers in Karak that the 
ministry, through establishing 
education departments, aims to 
encourage teachers to take part in 
drawing up and implementing va- 
rious educational policies. 

Dr. Bashaireh pledged that his 
ministry would work on upgrad- 
ing present school premises and 
making available omers through 
the five-year development plan. 

Teachers; he said, should leave 
aside personal gain and concen- 
trate on developing the personal 
capabilities of foeir students, and 
the education system. Dr. 
Bashaireb's statements followed 
a tour of schools in the Karak 
district. 


Higher council 
endorses draft 
medical 
insurance for 
private sector 

AMMAN (Petra) — Mhrister of 
Health Zaid Hamzeh said Mon- 
day that the Higher Health Coun- 
cil has endorsed a draft law on 
establishing a health insurance 
fund for private sector personnel. 

The draft law, which has been 
finalised by a special committee, 
wm be referred to the Cabinet for 
approval after the completion of 
financial studies by consultants 
and other concerned parties in 
the private sector, Dr. Hamzeh 
said at a press conference on 
Monday. 

He added that the council has 
endorsed the project in accord- 
ance with specific provisions for 
establishing a private sector 
health insurance fund to be run 
by a board of directors compris- 
ing representatives of all the con- 
cerned parties. The project's law 
also provide for defining the be- 
neficiary groups and identifying 
the services to be offered. The 
fund will be financed through 
contributions to be deducted 
from salaries of the staff in- 
volved. 

The minister added that the 
fund’s board will draw up a work- 
ing plan with the sectors winch 
provide medical services and will 
also identify the relations be- 
tween the two sides. 

Dr. Hamzeh added that some 
3,000 private institutions and 
companies with a staff of approx- 
imately one mini on will benefit 
from the project. He added that 
the fund’s initial allocations will 
be some JD 60 milli on which will 
be provided through the financ- 
ing sources as set out in the study 
prepared by the special com- 
mittee. 

Dr. Hamzeh went on to say 
that the -council will draw up a 
regulation for the proposed fund, 
dining the forthcoming session of 
the Higher Health Council, in 
preparations for submission to 
the Cabinet for approval. Follow- 
ing this move, private companies 
and institutions will be asked to 
pay their contributions to the 
fund. 

After setting up the private 
sector health insurance fand, Dr. 
Hamzeh said there wifi be three 
health insurance frmds; ,J one for 
the public sector, one for the 
armed forces’ mid ffi^foird fori : 
private sector. Howwer, be v 
added, the three funds will be 
integrated in a comprehensive 
national health insnrance 
scheme. 


Rifai, Dudin hold talks with 
Canadian parliamentarians 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Zaid Rifai on 
Monday met with a visiting Canadian parliamen- 
tary delegation led by Senator Lome Bonnel. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, which reported the meeting 
did not elaborate on (he discus- 
sions which were attended by 
ministers of parliament and Jor- 
dan's ambassador to Canada. 

later, the delegation were re- 
ceived by Minister of Occupied 
Territories Affairs Marwan 
Dudin, who briefed them on the 
situation in the occupied Arab 
territories and the Jordanian gov- 
ernment’s efforts to offer help to 
Arab citizens living under Israeli 
rule. Since the 1967 occupation of 
the West Bank, Jordan’s assist- 
ance to the West Bank has not 
stopped, and the government has 
been paying salaries to its em- 
ployees and teachers in addition 
to taking measures to improve 
educational, social and health 
services for the Arab population, 
the minister explained. 

He said that the Jordanian- 
sponsored five-year economic 
and social progrmme for the West 
Bank is part of Jordan's long 
programme or assistance to the 
Arab inhabitants. 

Referring to the Israeli occupa- 
tion, the minister said that the 
Israelis continually violate inter- 
national principles and human 
rights in the Arab territory they 
have been occupying since 1967. 

He said that Israel arrests Arab 
citizens, closes down educational 
institutions and imposes restric- 
tions on travel, as well as curfews 
on towns and villages in the occu- 
pied West Bank. 

In addition, the Israeli author- 
ities continue to impose heavy 
taxes on the Arab people, despite 
the deteriorating economic condi- 
tions in the occupied areas and at 
the same time they do not pro- 
vide social and health services to 
the Arab inhabitants, Mr. Dudin 
added. 


Settlements 

The minister also spoke about 
Israel’s settlement policies which, 
he said, are designed to perpetu- 
ate Israel's occupation and to 
force the Arabs to abandon their 
homeland. Since 1967, Israel has 
set up 195 settlements in the 
occupied -West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip and has brought in 
63,000 Jews to live in these settle- 
ments, the minister pointed out. 

He said since 1967 the Israeli 
authorities have confiscated 


2,781,724 dunums of Arab land, 
nearly half the total area of the 
West Bank. The minister said 
that the settlement policy consti- 
tutes a stumbling block in the 
path of peace. 

Mr. Dudin reiterated Jordan's 
call for the implementation of 
United Nations Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338 through 
an international conference in 
which all concerned parties 
should take part. 

The meeting was attended by 
senior ministry officials and parlia- 
ment’s Secretary General Haiti 
Khair. 

The Canadian delegation later 
visited the Baqaa refugee camp 
where they met Mr. Dennis 
Brown, the deputy director of the 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) in Jordan. 
The delegation were briefed on 
the educational and health ser- 
vices offered by UNRWA and 
the Jordanian government to the 
Palestinian refugees and they 
toured UNRWA schools and 
health centres in the camp. 

In an interview with the 
Associated Press on Sunday 
Senator Bonne! said he expected 
greater Canadian support for Jor- 
dan’s Middle East peace efforts. 

“There certainly will be no 
decrease (in support) because 
Canadian and Jordanian relations 
are becoming stronger," said 
Senator Bonnel, a liberal from 
Prince Edward Island. 

He is accompanied by three 
members of the House of Com- 


mons, all Conservatives: Bob 
Hicks of Scarborough, Ontario, 
Bob Pennock of Etobicoke, 
Ontario, and Terry Clifford of 
London. Ontario. 

Senator ' Bonnel said they 
hoped to hear “the viewpoint of 
the Jordanian people, because we 
in Canada do not get a very 
unbiased view as far as Jordan is 
concerned.” But he said Cana- 
da's support for Jordan appeared 
to be growing. 

The Canadian group is sche- 
duled to spend a week in Jordan, 
including two days on the West 
Bank. 

“We came here at the invita- 
tion of (Jordan's) Parliament to 
hear first-hand their views on 
how we might be able to assist in 
bringing the major parties to the 
conflict to a negotiating table to 
negotiate a pece settlement,” 
Senator Bonnel said. He added 
that the delegation would also 
riiwi« possible cooperation “in 
education and communications 
technology, maybe in agriculture 
and fisheries.” 

Prince Hassan meets 
Canadian delegation 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, Mon- 
day met the Canadian delegation. 

During the meeting the Crown 
Prince explained the latest de- 
velopments in Middle East. 

Later Monday the Canadian 
ambassador hosted a dinner ban- 
quet' in honour of the visiting 
delegation. 

The banquet was attended by 
Jordanian parliamentarians and 
members of the diplomatic corps. 



Prime Minuter Zaid Rifai Monday receives the Canadian par- 
liamentary delegation (Petra photo) 


Months of uncertainty and mounting losses forced 
closure of Queen Alia Hospital, director says 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The financially- 
troubled Queen Alia Hospital, 
hit by huge debts and administra- 
tive constraints, has announced it 
will close its doors as of Feb. 25. 
The closure will entail laying off 
afi 150 members of the hospital’s 
staff — including doctors and 
nursing staff. 

“It also means shelving a 
pioneering medical project 
which, had it been given the- 
chance, could have boosted the 
level of health services in the 
Kingdom,” said the hospital's 
director Khaled Bseiso. He said 
the hospital “will stop receiving 
patients as of this Thursday” and 
that it would close down as soon 
as the last of the present eight 
patients was discharged. 

The hospital has had financial 
troubles since the very day it 
opened in November 1985, noted 
Mr. Bseiso, pointing out that the 
monthly break-even point for the 
250-bed hospital, which is equip- 
ped with some of the most adv- 
anced medical equipment, was 
estimated to be JD 50,000 to JD 
60,000. Informed sources said the 
hospital was operating only one 
of its four floors and that the 
average monthly income was in 
the region of JD 25,000. 

According to one hospital em- 
ployee, “unforeseen expenses 
and a high amount of interest on 
loans, in addition to various other 
negative factors, caused the gra- 
dual collapse of the hospital.'* 
The employee, who preferred not 
be quoted by name, said that 
successive administrative efforts, 
spearheaded by the hospital's 
present director, failed to strike a 
balance between returns and pay- 
ments. The efforts could only 
manage to delay the eventual 
closure of the facility while the 
management sought ways and 
means to avert such an eventual- 
ity, the employee told the Jordan 
Times. 

Die hospital is owned by a’ 
group of investors including some 
30 doctors with various spcialisa- 
tions In medicine and surgery. 
The location of the hospital is 
also said to have been a problem 
due to transport difficulties and a 
lack of proper access roads. The 
hospital is located on a hill over- 


looking Amman some seven 
kilometres south of the Sports 
Gty. 

Contacted by the Jordan 
Times, an official at the Public 
Transport Corporation (PTC) 
claimed that it “was not feasible 
to extend a bus route to the 
hospital for the time being.'’ 

In his interview, Mr. Bseiso 
contended that foe hospital's 
already trembled situation was 
further aggravated due to the fact 
that a preliminary decision by the 
government to buy the hospital 
did not materialise. Anticipating an 
eventual government purchase of 
the hospital, he continued, “the 
management did not pursue any 
other means for its rescue.” 
Moreover, the hospital’s undeter- 
mined future added to its finan- 
cial straits and created a lack of 
confidence in the hospital’s farih' : 
ties, Mr. Bseiso underlined. 

According to the hospital 
director, the decision to dose 
down the facility was taken only 
after all efforts to save the loss- 
incurring operation failed. 

Contacted by the Jordan Times 
on Saturday, Health Minister 
Zaid Hamzeh said that the gov- 
ernment has not taken any deci- 
sion to purchase or subsidise the 
hospital. “So far, the government 
has not contemplated acting on 
the issue,” Dr. Hamzeh said in a 
telephone interview. 

Alternatives contemplated by 
the management included selling 
the facility to the government or 
tiie armed forces, which could use 
he advanced equipment — repu- 
ted to be the most modem in the 
Middle East — as an extension of 
its A1 Hussein Medical Centre. 

Subsequently, in late 1985, the 
hospital presented the aimed 
forces with a formal offer. 
However, according to Mr. 
Bseiso, “we did not even receive 
a reply to our offer, which was 
based on our cost price of JD 
14,600,000.“ But, he said, he 
understood that the armed forces 
made a recommendation to the 
government, which formed a 
panel to study the offer. The 
committee comprised the minis- 
ters of finance, industry, trade 
and supply, public works and 
health. 

According to Mr. Bseiso, the 
panel concluded that the cost of 
price cited by the management of 


the hospital was correct and 
acceptable. However, “they did 
not raise the subject again despite 
repeated approaches from our' 
side,” said Mr. Bseiso. 

Government sources earlier 
stated that the ministerial panel 
was planning to meet the Jordan 
Medical Corporation board of 
directors, which runs the hospital 
in order to reach a final decision. 
A response by the government 
was never received. 

The hospital director cited 
several factors which he said 
brought about the hospital’s 
financial straits. “First of all, we 
were told that the 40-dunum 
piece of land where it is built was 
to be given to us free of cost by 
the aimed forces. But as it turned 
out, through a series of discus- 
sions, .offers and transactions, we 
paid a total of JD 430,000 in 
registration charges etc. related 
to the land and building regula- 
tions of the Kingdom.” 

Die cost of constructing the com- 
plex, including the main hospital, 
operating theatres, secondary 
buildings and related facilities, 
amounted to JD 7,330,000. On 
average, the cost per bed in the 
hospital was JD 35,000, including 
equipment. In addition, the hos- 
pital paid JD 1,150,000 for furni- 
ture and equipment in a separate 
tender. Another JD 200,000 was 
paid for X-ray machines. 

Approximately half a milli on 
(finals were spent on acquiring 
C.T. scan equipment, the first of 
its kind to be bought by a private- 
owned hospital in the Kingdom, 
according to Mr. Bseiso. A spe- 
cial doctor*’ and nursing staff 
complex was built next to the 
hospital. 

In addition, half a million di- 
nars were spent on setting up a 
wastewater treatment plant and 
JD 50,000 on building a smelter/ 
furnace for destroying used 
medical supplies. 

Mr. Bseiso bad bitter words of 
complaint against what he de- 
scribed as a lack of cooperation 
from the authorities. “They re- 
fused to extend the main sewer- 
age network to the hospital and 
we paid JD 60,000 to build our 
own network -and link it with the 
mains system,” he said. “The 
authorities turned down our re- 
quest for a good road to be built 
to connect foe hospital with the 


main road. Subsequently, we 
paid JD 20,000 for constructing a 
road. Again, the Ministry of Pub- 
lic Works promised that it would 
arrange an access road which 
could cut the total distance con- 
siderably. But when work started 
on this project, Amman municip- 
al authorities objected to it and 
the project was shelved. These 
expenses which have not been 
accounted for, coupled with high- 
er taxations levied on the hosp- 
tial’s imported medical equip- 
ment, hiked the projects cost 
price” Mr. Bseiso said. 

He added: “One the access 
road was built, we approached 
the Public Transport Corporation 
with a request for a bus route to 
the hospital. The request was 
rejected." 

Loans 

“The net result of all these 
unforeseen expenses was that we 
were forced to raise external 
loans to the tune of $16 million 
since our total capital, when we 
set out with the project was JD 5 
million,” said Mr. Bseiso. The 
loan was made available by a 
Bahraini-based consortium of in- 
ternational banks. He went on to 
say that “once we got going in 
November 1985, we were forced 
to raise another JD 1.5 million 
government-guaranteed loan 
from a consortium of local 
banks.” 

Construction of the hospital, 
which claims the highest medical 
standard in the Middle East 
started in March 1982 ended in 
August 1984. Today, the hospital 
has to pay an average of JD 3,000 
a day in interest on JD 13.5 
million in accumulated loans. 

Mr. Bseiso defended the admi- 
nistrative and financial policy of 
Dr. Zuhair Malhas, a key share- 
holder and a member of the 
corporation's board until he res- 
igned four months ago. Dr. 
Malhas did his best to make the 
project a success and secured tax 
exemptions on medical apparatus 
to approximately JD 800,000, the 
director said. 

Contacted by phone lat week. 
Dr. Malhas declined to give any 
details about the hospital ou 
grounds that he had left his admi- 
nistrative position in the project. 
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Shamir calling the shots 


ISRAELI Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir took he American jaunt to 
Los Angeles after a three-day stop in Washington- Judging from his 
remarks in Washington and Los Angeles, Shamir has no worries 
about continued U-S. support, no matter what Israel does. In one act 
of defiance, he told a crowd of journalists in Washington that Israel 
had no intention of halting its weapons trade with South Africa, 
despite the Anti-Apartheid Act passed by the U.S. Congress late last 
year. The congressional act requires the American president to supply 
Congress with a list of countries providing arms to Sooth Africa “with 
a view to terminating United States military assistance.*' Not 
surprisingly, Shamir said he did not expect the Reagan administration 
to cut off military aid to his country, no matter whaL His arrogance is 
understandable since Israel has recently been promoted from a mere 
ally to the status of a “major non-NATO ally,” and has die powerful 
pro-Israeli lobby guarding its interest in Congress. 

Shamir 's statement to the Washington journalists followed s imilar 
defiant statements earlier on his to the U.S. He had dismissed the 
possibility of an international peace conference on the Middle East, 
even though U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz expressed qualified 
interest in the idea of holding such a parley. Never mind that the 
conference that Shultz was thinking about was not exactly the forum 
that is truly needed to conduct successful peace negotiations. Shultz 
had said that he only favoured having “some derice that has the label 
4 international conference* on it,” which could lea"’ lo direct trilateral - 
negotiations. Even this mere facade of a conference was rejected oat of 
haml by Shamir. 

As if to underscore iris contempt for U.S. interests and policy in the 
Middle East, the Israeli prime minister also rejected a U.S. 
government request to ease his government’s opposition to U-S. arms 
sales to Arab states. He said this despite the UJS. government’s 
apparent determination that such sides and improved ties with Arab 
coentries are crucial to repair the damage done by the U.S. arms sales 
to Iran and to restore U.S. credibility in the region. 

And finally. Shamir's coup de grace was to accuse those who favour 
an international peace conference of participating in a Soviet-inspired 
plot. He said, before the World Affairs Conned in Los Angeles: 
“Introducing the Soviet Union into the diplomatic process would 
weaken the very important role that the United States has been able to 
play as the respected friend of Israel and of most Arab countries.” 

This is certainly news to those of ns here in Jordan and elsewhere 
who think that file United States has taken an increasingly one-sided 
view toward the Middle East, and has shown little interest in 
addressing, let alone solving, the ipjnstkes perpetrated by Israel in the. 
Middle East. It is also news to ns that an international peace 
conference would serve only the interest of the Soviet Union and would 
weaken prospects for a diplomatic settlement - to the Palestinian issue. 
If anything, it is the absence of such a conference, and the successful 
bid by Israel* to persuade the U.S. to follow its lead in the region, 
which has weakened the diplomatic process and prevented any 
progress towards a just solution for the Palestinian problem. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

A1 Ra’i: U.S. credibility eroded 


THE talks held between Yitzhak Shamir and U.S. officials in 
Washington have failed to yield an effective way for the achievement 
of peace between Israel and the Arabs, and maite no headway 
towards the proposed international conference. This result was 
expected, in view of the eroded U.S. credibility and Israel’s hostile 
attitude towards peace. The Americans, who allowed their credibility 
to be eroded by acting to fuel the Gulf conflict, find no problems in 
letting this credibility go into thin air over the Middle East issue; and 
they are not ashamed to go back on their pledges for helping in the 
establishment of peace. Following the Shamir-U.S. officials talks, 
Washington announced that it saw an international conference a 
means for leading to direct negotiations between the Arabs and the 
Israelis. It is worth noting that the international conference, which 
the Arabs call for, is completely different in nature and character 
from the U.S. ideas. Jordan has declared that an international 
conference should address itself to implementing U.N. Security 
Council resolutions concerning the Middle East. This idea is rejected 
by the United States and Israel and so will not be possible for 
Washington to regain its credibility and no one can expect a positive 
American role in the peace process. 


A1 Dustour: Violence breeds violence 


THE explosion which took place at Damascus Gate in Jerusalem on 
Sunday represents a natural reaction to Israel's arbitrary measures 
against the Arab population over the past two weeks. The blast was 
also an angry reply to Israel's continued drive to evict the Arab 
citizens from their homeland, and to confiscate their land and 
property. The attack, launched on a patrol that used to launch raids 
on homes and attack innocent people including children provides a 
proof that all repressive measures can only beget violence and more 
bloodshed. Of course the Israelis will not take a lesson from fids 
strong reaction, and we expect them to continue’the drive against tire 
Arab citizens. The Israelis who are so arrogant and don’t benefit 
from history lessons must realise that the resistance can never be 
stifled. We see in the Jerusalem blast a climax of a long series of 
resistance activity that emerged in the occupied territories as a result 
of Israel’s repression over the past two weeks, and a strong 
determination by the Arab population to continue the struggle foi 
liberation. We salute our Arab people under Israeli occupation we? 
continue their courageous uprising against the invaders, and their 
arbitrary action. We wholeheartedly support all resistance activity 
that is designed to bring about freedom for our brothers. 


Sawt A1 Shaab: New hope for Lebanon 


Despite reservations, Gates 
likely to be next U.S. spy chief 


By Sue Baker 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Barring new 
revelations in the next two weeks, 
Robert Gates appears Hkely to be 
confirmed by the Senate as 
America’s youngest spy chief de- 
spite reservations over his role in 
the Iran arms scandal. 

Gates, President Reagan's 
nominee to replace ailing William 
Casey as director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency, emerged 
battered but intact from two days 
of often stormy hearings in the 
Senate intelligence committee 
last week. 

“He was obviously walking a 
very tight line between trying not 
to offend the White House and 
yet reassuring Congress the same 
mistakes won’t happen again," a 
committee aide said. 

But the committee has sche- 
duled another session with Gates 
later this month — fins time 
behind dosed doors — and a 
news report that appeared two 
days after his open testimony 
could give already sceptical sena- 
tors additional ammunition. 

The Washington Post reported 
on Friday that Gates wrote a CIA 
paper in July 1985 proposing a 
U.S. -Egyptian attack on Libya. 
Gates, CIA intelligence analysis 
head at the time, said the opera- 
tion could help “redraw the map 
of North Africa.” 

The committee’s secret session 
was also planned to fell after the 
release of die Tower commission 
report next week. 

The Tower panel, created by 
Reagan to investigate the White 
House National Security Council 
(NSC), is exj>ected to shed 
damaging new light on the Iran 
arms scandal. But senators are 
also interested in anything it may 
reveal about Gates. 


Exposure of the administra- 
tion’s covert arms to Iran, which 
is on the State Department's list 
of states supporting terrorism, 
deepened into a scandal after last 
November’s disclosure that fired 
NSC aide Lt.-Col. Oliver North 
may have diverted funds to U.S.- 
backed Nicaraguan rebels. 

In his testimony before the 
committee. Gates: 

— Denied the agency had de- 
liberately tried to mislead Con- 
gress by omitting key details from 
previous secret testimony to the 
intelligence panels. 

— Denied the CIA broke any 
laws in participating in the secret 
operation, although he conceded 
that serious mistakes were made 
in its role of facilitating the arms 
shipments and arranging for 
financial transfers. 

— Expressed his disapproval of 
the Iran arms sales, which 
Reagan said were to reach out to 
so-called moderates in Iran but 
which a Senate report said de- 
generated into a swap of arms for 
U.S. hostages held by pro-Iranian 
forces in Lebanon. 

— Regretted he had not tried 
harder to convince bis superiors 
that the intelligence panels should 
be notified of the covert program- 
me as it is required to do by law. 
Reagan, in a January 1986 direc- 
tive called a “finding.” ordered 
Casey not to report to the com- 
mittees. 

— Attempted to distance him- 
self from Casey, saying the for- 
mer director “took the lead on 
Iran and Central America and I 
took the lead on other issues.” 

— Agreed with the administra- 
tion that so-called “oral” findings 
are valid and he would comply, 
but said be would immediately 
follow up with a request for writ- 
ten orders. A dispute has arisen 
over whether Reagan verbally 


[ two Israeli shipments of 
U.S. arms in the fell of 1985 — 
months before Reagan’s finding 
waived a U.S. law barring such 
sales. 

— Defended bis failure to 
notify the committee of indica- 
tion be received of a possible 
diversion of arms sales profits to 
file contras nearly two months 
before it became public. He cal- 
led the evidence “extraordinarily 
flims y.” 

Gates pledged to comply scru- 
pulously with congressional re- 
quirements for prior notification 
of covert actions and said if a 
delay was needed for national 
security reasons, notification 
would crane within a matter of 
days. 

The committees were never 
notified of the Iran initiative. 

Gates also said he would con- 
sider resigning if be were ever 
ordered to withhold notification 
for more than a few days. 

But Arizona Democrat Dennis 
Decondni questioned Gates’ re- 
solve, asking, “do we have some- 
body here that's going to have the 
courage and the credibility to do 
what the law says regardless of 
what some president says he 
wants done.” 

* The picture that appeared to 
emerge from the two days of 
hearings was one of Gates as 
loyal deputy who opposed several 
aspects of the programme, ex- 
pressed his disapproval, but in 
the end complied with orders 
from his superiors — a picture 
that disturbed some senators. 

Senator Aden Specter, a Penn- 
sylvania Republican, said he had 
deep reservations about a “high- 
ranting number-two man who 
plays it safe, doesn’t speak up and 
says ‘well in hindsight it should all 
have been done differently'.” 



“It seems to me to provide 
incentives for that kind of con- 
duct and for a repetition of hav- 
ing the committee kept in the 
dark,” Specter said daring hear- 
ings. 

But Frank Murkowski, an 
Alaska Republican, disagreed. 

“We’re addressing a man's 
qualifications to do the job, not 
the kind of a job that the former 
director did,” said Murkowski. 
“And to gather from that that 
Mr. Gates is going to make those 

samp, mistakes I think is VCiy 

unfair.” 

But c ommit tee aides, and even 
some senators planning to oppose 
Gates in a vote likely to come 
early next month, concede the 
43-year-old career intelligence 
officer is likely to become the 
youngest director in the CIA’s 
40-year history. 

“He’s not in serious trouble ... 
unless the Tower commission re- 
veals something ... or something 
comes up at the closed session,’’ 
the committee aide said. 

Decondni reluctantly agreed. 
“If I had to guess right now, or 
predict, he probably will get the 
votes,” he said. 

Gates, the CIA’s deputy direc- 
tor since last April, has been 
acting director since Casey was 
incapacitated by brain surgery 
last December. Casey resigned 
last mouth. 


Uneasy calm as S.African blacks return to school 


By Laurinda Keys 

The Associated Press 


JOHANNESBURG — 
Emergency decrees and use of 
force have put the lid on the most 
determined student protests in 
South African history, sending 
blacks back to school with little to 
show for two years of boycott and 
riot. 

The curriculum is the same, 
including Afrikaans language and 
white-centred history courses ob- 
jected to by blacks. The polity of 
segregated education is un- 
changed, and there still are 
shortages of classrooms and 
trained teachers for blacks. 

Above all, the prospect of the 
downfall of white-minority con- 
trol — which some students had 
thought to be imminent — has 
receded far into the future. 

But “if it is a victory (for the 
government), it’s a very tempor- 
ary one,” said Nkosi Molala, 
president of the black Nationalist 
Azanian People's Organisation, 
which opposed continuous 
boycotts. 

“Those grievances are definitely 
going to be approached from a 
much more matured anger, a 
much more conscious and de- 
liberate anger.” he said. 

Two months after the start of a 
new academic year, there is .an 
unsettled calm in black schools. 
Some of the soldiers and police 
who battled students in the 
streets and on high school 
grounds remain in black 
townships. 

Glasses proceed normally in 
some districts. In others, students 
go through the motions of learn- 
ing and leave early in the day. 
Many speak of personal disillu- 
sionment, waste and frustration. 
” “Every year my friend would 
ask me what standard (grade) I 
was doing, and it was the same,” 
said Lindy Mcelu, 18, who re- 
turned to school in Soweto. She 
said she stayed away for most of 
the last two years “because I was 
afraid.” 

She said she saw a friend shot 
to death by black organisers en- 


forcing a boycotts and that she 
escaped an attempt by soldiers to 
arrest every student at her school. 
Later, she said, “we just roamed 
the streets.” 

Miss Mcelu, who hopes to be a 
lawyer, said some friends gave up 
on education: “One decided to 
leave school and do dressmaking. 
She wanted to be a doctor.” 

At fiieir peak, the boycotts 
involved fewer than 300,000 of 
the 6 -2 million black studente in 
South Africa and its black home- 
lands. But the protests rocked the 
system until hundreds of militan t 
teen-agers were detained without 
charge under a state of 
emergency. 

Attempts to introduce com- 
munity-developed “people’s 
education" courses as alterna- 
tives to the official syllabus were 
smothered under emergency reg- 
ulations. The regulations made it 
illegal even to discuss such ideas. 

Finally, parents, deigy and 
leaders of adult organisations that 
had encouraged student protest 
— the United Democratic Front 
Alliance, fire National Education 
Crisis Committee — said it was 
time to call it off. 

Only a little violence persists. 
A crowd fire bombed the home of 
a black school principal last 


cy, said, “The ‘liberation now, 
education later’ call happened 
because the youth thought that 
change was around the corner.” 

“When the message came 
through that it was going to take a 
lot longer, school boycotts be- 
came counterproductive. The 
government would be delighted 
to have less educated blacks. Thd 
black community was doing fire'' 
government’s duty work,” . she 
said. 

After student uprisings spread 
from Soweto in 1976, a govern- 
ment commission called in 1980 
for equal education for all races, 
a $2-billion programme to dose 
the gap between standards for 
white pupils and those for other 
races, and one education ministry 
for everyone. 

It suggested that white schools 
with shrinking enrollments be 
allowed to admit some blades. 

But the government reaffirmed 
its policy of racially separate 
schools and education depart- 
ments, while setting a set goal of 
gradually achieving equal quality 
in education. The national budget 


for blade education was 28 times 
higher in 1985-86 than in 1972-73. 

Statistics from the government 
and independent monitoring 
groups show that blacks still re- 
ceive a fourth-best education 
among South Africa’s racial 
groups, inferior to that provided 
for Asians and people of mixed 
race, as well as for whites. \ 

Education is.- compulsory, for 
only 3 per cent tit blacf puptls, 
including those in the 10 tribal 
homelands.' Free textbooks are 
supplied only in schools where 
attendance is -compulsory. All 
whites must go to school and 
textbooks are free. 


Including die homelands, there 
are 41 pupils for every black 
teacher, reflecting a steady im- 
provement. The teacher-pupil 
ratio for whites has worsened 
slightly in recent yems, to 19 to 
one. For pnpfls of mixed race it is 
25 to one, and for Indians 23 to 
one. 

For die past two years the 
black pass rate fra high school 
graduation has been 52 per cent. 


Irish election produces . 
spectre of more instability » 


cn 


By Marais Efiason 

- The Associated Press 


DUBLIN —He went to the polls 
offering strong leadership to tack- 
le Ireland’s economic disarray, 
bat Prime Minister-elect Charles 
Haughey failed to win the out- 
right parliamentary majority be 
said was essential to do the job. 

Some analysts forecast instabil- 
ity and another election, while 
others are hoping Haugfaey’s 
vaunted political mastery will 
come to the rescue. 

To complicate things further, 
•die Northern Ireland issue 
emerged unexpectedly as a 
potential time bomb under the 
next government. 

If there is any comfort for the 
Trkh establishment, it is the poor 
showing of Sinn Fein, the politic- 
al wing of the Irish Republican 
Army. Its result showed that 
whatever their problems, Irish 
voters don't think violence is the 
answer. 



Charles Haughey 


Last Tuesday’s election that 
ousted Prime Minister Garret 
Fitzgerald nine months before his 
term expired was not about 
Northern Ireland but the -record 
19.6 per cent unemployment, a 
per capita foreign debt three 
times that of Mexico and income 
tax and interest rates that are 
among Western Europe's 


ffith only 81 seats in the 166- 
seat Dail, or parliament, 
Haughey has the choice of buying 
the support of three or four inde- 
pendent lawmakers or going it 
alone as a minority government, 
on the assumption that the 
opposition parties would rather 
bade him than go to another 
election. 

The election, commented the 


’ Dublin -has extracted from Lon- 
don since Ireland won independ- 
ence in 1921. . 

As Haughey . spent , the 
weekend resting at his island re- 
treat, his spokesman announced 
that no deals at aO would be 
sought. The independents “will 
not get as much as a phone call,” 
said the spokesman, who re- 
quested anonymity. 

This was vintage Haughey: 
when in doubt, attack. 

The 61 -year-old politidan-- 
cleaxty was daring the opposition 
either to back him or race the 
outrage of an electorate which 
has gone through four elections 
since 1981 and is no mood for a 
fifth. 

Fitzgerald has intimated that 
his Fine Gael Party will back 
Haughey if he follows roughly file 


,53* 


austerity policy of the outgoing 
government. Fn 


Irish Times, left Haughey “argu- 
>t possible 


ably in file worst possible set of 
circumstances.” The Irish Inde- 
pendent Hkened Haughey to a ship 
captain whose crew was too small 

for him tn “steer wherever he wants 

to go.” 


Haughey can probably count 
on two of the independents, . Jim 
Kemmy and Sean Treacy, to back 
him. But two others pose difficul- 
ties. 

Left-winger Tony Gregory says 
he will demand expensive social 
welfare commitments which 
Haughey wfll find hard to satisfy 
in the present mood , of fiscal 
■.austerity. . . . . . . 

’ Neil w Blarney is' “a prickly 
nationalist who is on record as 
saying he won't bade Haughey 
unless be scraps the Anglo-Irish 
agreement. 

That agreement, which Fitz- 
gerald signed with Britain in 
1985, gives Ireland for the first 
time a formal say in the affairs of 
Northern Ireland. But it also rec- 
ognises British sovereignty over 
fee province, which makes it 
anathema to hardliners like 
Blaney. 

Haughey could find himself 
tom between alienating Blaney 
and being remembered as the 
prime minister who threw away 
the most significant concession 


“me Gael’s votes 
would enable Haughey to put a 
budget through parliament next 
month and probably see him safe- 
ly throaght the year. 

But from then on, it’s guess- 
work. “It looks like a very short- 
term administration,” said poli- 
tick] commentator John Cooney 
of file Irish Times. 

Tim Pat Coogan, editor of the 
pro-Fianna Fail Irish Press, says: 
“We seem to have stumbled from 
one period of instability into 
another,” bat he is counting on 
Haughey’s “brainpower and sav- 
vy” to get him through the next 18 
months at least. 

Almost ignored in all this was 
Sinn Fein, the outlawed IRA's 
legal mug, fighting its first elec- 
tion since it decided last N ovem- 
-ber to abandon’ “abSteura^Bn," 
its 65-year-old boycott of the 
Dail. 

Sinn Fein's plunge into the 
mainstream netted only 32,933 
votes, 1.8 per cent of the total 
and fewer than in previous elec- 
tions. 




ae 


The result could seriously 
weaken Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams, who had pushed for the 
change. Ruari O'Bradaigh, who 
led a walkout by hardliners in 
protest at last November’s deri- 
sion, said the resutlt “indicates 
file people's withdrawal of sup- 
port and loss of respect for those 
who abandoned a fundamental 
principle.’' 


Wednesday in Oberholzer west 
of Johannesburg. Students from 
rival political groups still have 
deadly fights every week or so in 
Soweto. 

“Nothing has been accom- 
plished," said Ann Rathe bi of the 
South African Council of Chur- 
ches. “At some schools, there is 
some type of education going on. 
At others, they just go and con- 
gregate. They are bade at school, 
for what it’s worth.” 

“Every right- thinlring person 
would decry and lament the feet 
that a year or two has been lost 
and that obviously it has led to 
some of the students completely 
forgetting about going back to 
school at all,” said Molala, the 
president of the Azanian People's 
Organisation. 

Judith Howerdon of Black 
Sash, a white women's aid agen- 


THE Lebanese people must have rejoiced over Syria’s decision to 
send troops into Beirut for the sake of keeping order and removing 
file death from its streets. The sending or troops is the first step 
towards the establishment of total peace and the regaining of security 
and stability in the country. The half of the fighting in Beirut and other 
parts of Lebanon marks the beginning of a peace march and an end to 
the long sufferings of the Lebanese people who for the past years fell 
victim to the terrorists and their actions. We hope that the Syrian 
troops who are being deployed inside the capital will not only stem all 
forms of conflicts but strike at the source of the violence and those 
1 who disturb peace. The first step is for the troops to remove all armed " 
men from the streets of Lebanon so that the way can be paved for 
re-instituting normal life; and the second step should be the closure 
of all offices run by the waning factions and nu'Ftia groups that 
caused so much destruction and brought death to " Lebanese 
people over the past 11 years. 


LETTERS 


Right of way 


To the Editor: 


I realise that a lot has been said about the road in front of the 
Jordan University and about the means to reduce the number of 
fetal accidents that frequently take place on it. 

However, I had the pleasure of driving along that road 
yesterday afternoon — or should I say crawling at a snail's pace, 
since the speed limit has been set at 40 kpfa (very uncharacteristic 
of a road that size), and it was an eye-opening experience. 

People, presumably University students, were sauntering had 
in hand on the tarmac and crossing the street at any point they 
took fancy to, in spite of the elevated walkways and the marked 
pedestrian crossings. They looked like they were walking down 
Lover’s Lane! Now I can guarantee that, even at such slow 
speeds, accidents are still bound to happen since the cars' 
right-of-way is being raided by pedestrians at leisure. 

In order to effectively eliminate the problem, people them- 
selves should be properly educated to obey the rules of logic and 
reason aside from those of transportation and personal safety, just 
as we — the drivers — are forced to obey the speed limit rules. 


David J, Khalaf 
Amman , 
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% Christ— born in a manger, in Bethlehem, on Dec 25? 
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By Sandra Maler 

Renter 

LONDON — The gard ening cor- 
respondent of Britain’s leading 
business daily the Rnandal 
Times has embroiled readers in a 
biblical row on whether Jesus 
Christ was bom in a manger, in 
Bethlehem and on December 25. 

“The foray of Robin Lane Fox, 
your gardening columnist, into 
the rather rarified atmosphere of 
biblical criticism, has irritated 
more than a few of your readers, 
who rightly look to you for sound 
.advice on all subjects and not 
merely in their chosen pursuit of 
Mammon,” one reader wrote. 

The controversy centred on an 
article by Lane Fox entitled 
“Midwinter? in a manger? in 
Bethlehem?” which argues that 
the traditional nativity story is a 
foUdoric tale conflicting with his- 
torical evidence of time, place 
and circumstance. 

“Either we keep King Herod 
and an open mind about the wise 
men and the massacre of the 


innocents or we keep Qniiinius, 
the census and the journey,” he 
wrote. 

’There have been hundreds of 
replies. All from people object- 
ing- I haven't bad one letter of 
support,” Lane Fox told Reuters. 

“Britons are prepared to argue 
about anything. The idea that the 
English businessman sits at his 
desk cheating is not time at all,” 
be said in an apparent light- 
hearted reference to a series of 
insider trading scandals rocking 
London. 

“He *s very intelligent and 
write letters all day about his 
garden and the date of Christ- 
mas,” he added. 

Lane Fox himself does not just 
write about gardening. He is an 
erudite classical scholar who lec- 
tures in ancient history at Oxford 
University and is the author of a 
widely acclaimed biography of 
Alexander the Great. 

According to Lane Fox, who 
bases his arguments on historian 
Emil Schuerer who wrote on the 
subject in the 1880s, the nativity 


story as told in Liike’s gospel was 
written some 30 years afterwards 
and is wrong. 

The gospel recounts that Jesus 
was bora in the reign of King 
Herod, when Quirinios was Ro- 
man governor of Syria and 
Caesar Augustus imposed a de- 
cree that all the world should be 
taxed, forcing Joseph and Majy 
to make a long trek to Beth- 
lehem. 

But Lane Fox says historians 
now know this is not true. He 
says Qniiinius was Roman gov- 
ernor of Syria in A.D. 6 and “in 

A. D. 6. King Herod was no 
longer ruler. He bad died in 4 

B. C.” But both are very much 
part of Christinas Quirinius be-' 
cause of tbe census and thereby 
the trip to Bethlehem and Herod 
because of tbe massacre of in- 
fants. 

“If Herod was king, Joseph 
had no reason to be travelling to 
Bethlehem, so far from home, 
with a heavily pregnant wife. If 
Quirinius was governor, there 
was indeed a provincial census 


but we can see that it, too, 
imposed no need for a Bethlehem 
journey," Lane Fox wrote. 

Infuriated readers have written 
back, offering counter-argu- 
ments, complaints or re-state- 
ments of the gospels’ views. 

This fired Lane Fox to write a 
new article “arguments collide 
over Christmas,” in which he set 
out to rebut his readers. 

Lane Fox’s critics, who include 
a well known Benedictine monk, 
Bernard Orchard, suggest either 
another Herod, another gov- 
ernorship or another translation. 

“Unfortunately none of them 
neatly dears the ground,” he 
wrote. 

Lane Fox emphasised that he 
was not trying to debunk Christ- 
ianity and said his attempts to set 
the record straight about tire 
nativity in no way undermined 
the basis of the religion. 

“Myself, I believe that Jesus as 
born at some point in the later 
reign of Herod the Great. We do 
not know when or where, but we 
do know it was not during a 


“tax-registration” decreed by 
Augustus for “all tbe world” which 
sent Joseph trudging off to some 
supposed ancestral town.” 

Lane Fox said that Bethlehem 
as Joseph's ancestral town was 
important to tbe gospel to trace 
him to King David, keeping in 
line with prophecies that the Mes- 
siah would descend from David. 

He said all the letters came 
from Christians and although Bri- 
tons are not noted for their 
church-going. Lane Fox sug- 
gested that “Christmas is such an 
enormous industry, people don't 
like the idea of any changes.” 

“I suppose there are people 
who think that if something is 
said in the gospel is not plausible, 
then the whole gospel is chal- 
lenged. Bat why should early 
Christians know every detail of 
Jesus' birth? he added. 

“It is a veiy well known thing 
by historians and Christian histo- 
rians. The idea has been around 
for ISO years. What is amusing is 
all tbe efforts by churches trying 


to pretend there isn’t a problem,” 
Lane Fox said. 

“Charming scenes between 
angels and shepherds, stars and 
eastern wise men are only further 
legends which filled the gap in 
keeping with old traditions of 
narrative and the birth-stories of 
legendary great men,” Lane Fox 
wrote. 

Orchard disagreed: “To con- 
clude then calling the whole 
Lukan birth narrative 'a charming 
fiction” is to reveal deep pre- 
judice — surely a shocking state 
of affairs in a historian," 

“I suggest that readers would 
prefer to see the same fairness in 
the presentation of biblical mat- 
ters as you yourself apply to your 
dealings with the financial 
world,” Orchard wrote to the 
newspaper. 

“What emerges is that the early 
Christians did not know when Jesus 
was born. And why should they? 
How many followers of Martin 
Dither King know when he was 
bom?” Lane Fox asked. 


Leaking reactor raises key questions on future of Indian atomic power 


By Brahma CheOaney 

77m Associated Pre sis 

NEW DELHI, India — A crip- 
pled, leaking nuclear reactor in 
northwest India is posing a dilem- 
ma for the national government 
and a challenge to nuclear scien- 
tists. 

How India retires, dismantles 
or entombs the potentially 
dangerous reactor is likely to be 
studied by scientists worldwide. 

Tbe 235-megawatt Rajasthan 
Atomic Power Station-I, built 14 
years ago by Canada, is proving 
that it is easier to build an atomic 
reactor than to get rid of it. Some 
experts say scrapping the plant in 
the desert stale of Rajasthan, 
known as RAPS-I, could cost 
more than the $60 million it cost 
to build it. 

There are more than 375 ato- 
mic power reactors in 26 coun- 
tries, and several of them are to 
be retired in the next few years. 
The decision readied at RAPS-I 
and at plants in other countries 
now doe to be dismantled could 
affect the course of midear power 
for years to come. 


‘We have found it not possible 
to solve the problem with the 
existing technology,” said M.R. 
Srinivasan, chairman of India’s 
Nuclear Power Board. 

Indian scientists are grappling 
with such questions as whether 
the plant would best be entombed 
in concrete, how radioactive sys- 
tems and wastes should be dis- 
posed of, and what environmen- 
tal hazards are present. 

RAPS-I is being retired ahead 
of its originally projected lifespan 
of 25 years because its end-shield, 
a key component of the cooling 
system, is cracked, brittle and 
leaking within the system. 

The mckeFcadmium shield has 
been weakened by the battering 
of radiation over the years. 

RAPS-I began operation in 
1973 and has had repeated prob- 
lems. Even before the end-shield 
leaks began, the facility suffered 
as many as 251 breakdowns for 
various causes. It has never re- 
leased radiation into the atmos- 
phere. 

RAPS-I developed an internal 
leak in 1981 when water, a secon- 
dary coolant, seeped through the 


end-shield. Attempts to plug the 
leak by Creating it chemically did 
not work. 

Engineers then tried specially 
fabricated seals to block the 
cracks in a three-year, $1 00-uril- 
lion experiment. 

But three months after tbe 
reactor began running again, it 
sprang new leaks in May 1985 and 
was shut down again. 

After more repairs, the reactor 
was about to be put back into 
service last August when en- 
gineers found another crack re- 
sulting from the high heat used in 
the earlier mending. 

It was then that a tired Sriniva- 
san sent tbe matter to Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi's cabinet, 
which ultimately will deride the 
fate of the reactor. 

RAPS-I is a CANDU (Cana- 
dian deuterium-uranium) pro- 
totype reactor built by. Canada 
under a 1963 agreement with 
India. It uses natural u ranium as 
fuel and heavy water as modera- 
tor and primary coolant 

By contrast, the Soviet Cher- 
nobyl reactor that caught fire and 
exploded last year used enriched 


uranium as fuel and graphite as 
moderator. 

Indian officials have indirectly 
blamed RAPS-Fs problems on 
Canada for selling an untested 
reactor model. 

“The cause of the failure has 
been traced to deficiencies in 
fabrication procedures ... and the 
use of material inherently sus- 
ceptible to radiation embrittle- 
ment,” the Department of Ato- 
mic Energy said. 

In Canada, John MacPherson, 
a spokesman for Atomic Energy 
of Canada Ltd., the state-owned 
cqmpany that makes CANDU 
reactors, told the Associated 
Press be could not comment on 
the Indian claims because Cana- 
dian experts have not inspected 
tbe situation at the Indian plants. 
He said India has not asked his 
company for help in dismantling 
Rajasthan-I because of Canada's 
current embargo on nuclear ties 
with New Delhi. 

Canada imposed the embargo 
after In dian scientists, in 2974, 
exploded a nuclear device with 
potential military uses. As a re- 
sult of the Canadian pullout, a 


twin RAPS-Q reactor in India 
was left half-complete. 

At present, Indian scientists 
believe some form of entomb- 
ment of RAPS-I in concrete is the 
only permanent solution. But 
there are other, short-term op- 
tions: 

— Replacing the defective end- 
shield. It would have to be cut by 
a remote-controlled robot not yet 
developed, but India is trying to 
develop one by 1990. 

— Repairing the remaining 
crack in the end-shield and run- 
ning tbe plant at half capacity. 
Srinivasan says this would take 
two years, with no guarantee the 
plan could generate electricity. 

— Letting RAPS remain 
shut, without dismantling or en- 
tombing it. But since radioactiv- 
ity takes tens of thousands of 
years to die, an earthquake or an 
enemy bomb attack on the plant 
could spell environmental dis- 
aster. 

International experience in dis- 
mantling reactors is limited. 

Nearly 50 reactors have been 
shat in the past 30 years, but most 


are tiny. Canada's first full-scale 
nuclear power station, a 220 
megawatt CANDU facility at 
Douglas Point on Lake Huron, 
was shut down in 1984 after 17 
years' operation. Faults bad been 
found in the reactor's contain- 
ment system and the plant be- 
came uneconomical. 

An experimental 250-megawatt 
reactor in Quebec province, Gen- 
tilly-I, was plagued by technical 
problems from the beginning and 
bas also been decommissioned . 

A major problem for India is 
bow . to dispose of RAPShTs 
radioactive components and fuel 
elements. The world nuclear in- 
dustry is still e xaminin g the best 
was to dispose of atomic wastes. 
Possible options include disposal 
deep underground, in the ocean 
or in Antarctica's ice sheets. 

There also have been visions of 
disposal in space. This would 
involve shooting the wastes into 
tbe sun, “which is after all akin to 
a perenialiy operating fusion 
reactor,” says Raja Ramanna, 
bead of India’s atomic prog- 
ramme. 


While mass trial goes on, new 
generation of Mafia emerges 
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By Frances d'Emflio' 

Tbe Associated Press 

PALERMO — A year after the 
start of Italy’s biggest Mafia trial, 
prosecutors fear they are losing 
the momentum in the fight 
against the centuries-old criminal 
society. 

They say a new generation of 
mobsters is emerging in Italy, and 
that the new gangsters seem to 
have returned to old ways of 
making money — such as robbery 
and extortion. 

Prosecutors cautioned against 
too much optimism when the trial 
of 474 Mafia suspects began Feb. 
10, 1986. But tbe sight of some 
alleged bosses behind the bars of 
their courtroom bolding cages 
bouyed the hopes of many Sici- 
lians weary of the Mafia's grip on 
the Island 

The trial bogged down last frill 
when the defence, in a delaying 
tactic, demanded the court read 
aloud thousands of pages of pre- 
trial interrogation and wiretap- 
ped telephone conversations. 

Defence lawyers apparently 
hoped a delay would force the 
state to free the defendants. But 
pariiameid amended the law on 
preventative detentions to keep 
them in jaU. - 

Meanwhile, prosecutors say 
they' are trying to. figure out the 
strategy of what they call the 
“new generation"' of organised 
crime outside the courtroom. 
“It’s a question that is making all 
of us uneasy,” said prosecutor 
Vincenzo Gerad. “Will this 
‘calm’'period continue or will the 
bloodshed begin again?” 

Since the trial began, there has 
been a dramatic drop in gang- 
land slayings in Palermo. Pro- 
secutors say the alleged crime 
bosses don't want to darken their 
image in die eyes of tbe jury. 

But state prosecutor Ghisto 
Sdacctettario says the Mafia, cut 
off from much of its drug income 
because of the anti-Mafia inves- 
tigations, appears to have “re- 
tuned; to its, if you like, tradi- 
tionally;" criminal ways -of mak- 
ing money. 

■There’s been a notable re- 
sumption of big robberies, large- 
scale extortion* and perhaps kid- 
nappings that have reached 
worrisome levels,” said Sciacchit- 
tano in an interview in his Paler- 
mo office. 

His observations are reflected 
in Sicilian newspaper headlines: 
“Alarming escalation of extortion 
attacks. Tberehictance of some, 
victims makes the investigations 
very difficult.” 

The newspaper La Sicilia re- 
ported two attacks in three days 
in Messina, Sicily's chief seaport 
on the east. On the same _ 
was so account about Geia, 
kilometres to the southwest. 


where two shops and a car were 
torched in a 48-hour period. 
Their owners apparently refused 
to pay “the lace/’ the Mafia term 
for protection money. 

Magistrates also express worry 
that the state war on the Mafia 
might be running out of steam. 
They point to legislation passed 
in early February that .cuts back 
on the powers of investigating 
judges and prosecutors. 

A year ago, prosecutors like 
Sdaccbittano stressed that orga- 
nised crime would never lose its- 
hold unless the state fulfills its 
promises to develop the South 
economically and reduce its chro- 
nically high unemployment. 

“The recruits for the hired kil- 
lers come from the poor," said 
Gerad, who is from Palermo. 
“Without work there is no way to 
avoid being recruited. Despite 
the (politicians') promises, I 
don’t see any serious efforts” to 
develop the South, be said. 

Gerad, who now is assigned to 
Rome, recalled tbe Palermo area 
in 1982 “when there was a mur- 
der almost every day." 

The killing of Gen. Carlo 
Alberto Dalla Chiesa was among 
those in Palermo blamed on tbe 
Mafia. He had been sent to Paler- 
mo to lead the state’s war against 
the mob. The investigation of Ins 
murder and some 90 others led to 
the current trial. 

Prosecutors believe the wave of 
murders in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s was part of a war 
among rival dans over the in- 
creasingly profitable heroin traf- 
fic to the United States. 

But that drug traffic has been 
discouraged by the intense anti- 
Mafia investigations spurred by the 
killing of Dalla Chiesa, said 
Judge Guido Lo Forte. 

An offidal of the U.S. drug 
enforcement administration, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said in a recent interview 
that only about 10 per cent of the 
heroin going to the U.S. East 
Coast passes through Italy. He 
said about five years ago the 
figure was 30 per cent to 40 per 
cent. 

Another source of Mafia in- 
crane has been kickbacks from 
government contracts, espedally 
in construction and dty services 
in Palermo. But Palermo’s 39- 
year-old maverick mayor, Leolu- 
ca Orlando, boldly announced 
that contracts would be awarded 
only after public bidding. 

Since the current trial began, 
18 of the more than 100 fugitive 
defendants have been captured. 
Tbe most spectacular capture 
came shortly after the trial began. 
Michele Greco, whose nickname 
“The Pope” indicates the power 
he allegedly wielded in the Mafia, 
was taken m a pre-dawn raid on a 
farmhouse outside Palermo. 
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GRUESOME: This photo by Maggie Steber of the Reuter won 
the World Press Spot News prize. Tbe picture shows two soldiers going 
after a sma ll boy trying to steal a box of food from a warehouse in 


Cap-Hatien in Haiti just one week before the Presideat-fbr-Bfe 
Jean-Oaude DnvaBer fled from tbe country July 2, 1986. 


Turkish smoking 
habits changed 
by foreign imports 


By Ragip Erten 
Reuter 

ISTANBUL — Imported 
cigarettes have forced a change in 
Turkish smoking tastes away 
from the acrid oriental tobacco 
that has been a hallmark of the 
country. 

The government lifted a ban on 
cigarette imports in 1984 under its 
economic liberalisation policy 
and is now examining applica- 
tions to produce foreign brands. 

Turkey imported over 7,000 
tonnes of foreign cigarettes in 
1986 at a cost of some $72 mil- 
lion, up from 4,100 tonnes in 1985 
and 2,700 tonnes in 1984, indus- 
try sources say. 

Foreign cigarettes captured 
more than 10 per cent of the 
market last year, more than dou- 
ble die four per cent in 1985. 

The country, with widespread 
smuggling and millions of its peo- 
ple working abroad, acquired a 
taste for foreign tobacco blends 
long before the import ban was 
lifted. 

Turkey is a major producer of 
oriental-type tobacco, noted for 
its strong flavour. It produces 
some 170,000 to 180,000 tonnes a 
year of tobacco, a major export 
item. 


Some tobaccos used in Western 
blended cigarettes are grown ex- 
perimentally in Turkey but pro- 
duction is negligible. 

Last year, the domestic 
cigarette production monopoly of 
the state Tekel organisation was 
abolished under legislation which 
also allowed private and overseas 
firms to produce foreign brands 
in Turkey. 

Many consumers complained 
that cigarettes produced by Tekel 
did not match foreign brands in 
taste and quality. 

“Although the world moved 
towards Virginia-type tobacco 
and blended cigarettes, Turkey 
did not change its policies. The 
quality of Turkish cigarettes de- 
teriorated and smuggling in- 
creased," Altemur Kilic, repre- 
sentative for manufacturer Roth- 
mans International, told Reuters. 

Critics said the new legislation 
would place Turkey's tobacco in- 
dustry under tbe control of big 
manufacturers. 

But Kilic said the new law 
required that Tekel be a partner 
in any deal. “It will set the prices 
and distribute the cigarettes,” he 
said. Tekel, however, will not be 
able to hold more than a 25 per 
cent stake in such ventures. 


The shot that 
changed the nation 

volunteered to take part. 

Last October, 10,000 people 
marched with torches in Gote- 
borg, Sweden’s second-largest 
dty, to protest violence after a 
young man was killed in a street 
ruckus. 

Minister of Justice Sten Wick- 
bom soon after called for stricter 
laws against violent crime. 

A research project by the Uni- 
versity of Umea compared 
Swedes' reaction to the Palme 
killing to that of Americans when 
President John F. Kennedy was 
assassinated in 1963. 

It found that Swedes were less 
emotional about Palme than 
Americans were about Kennedy. 
Random interviews yielded a 
different picture. 

“I remember exactly where I 
was when I heard about the 
Palme murder,” said Mats Carl- 
sson, a Stockholm language in- 
structor. 

“I was in Uppsala on vacation 
... It was just before midnight and 
I was dancing with a friend, and 
these girls came in and started 
yelling “Palme's been killed, 
Palme's been killed ..." 

“We thought they were drunk, 
so we went outride and asked a 
taxi driver, and he said it was 
true. 

“We went to my friend’s apart- 
ment and sat up all night talking 
about what Palme had meant to 
us personally. We talked until 
about five o'clock in tbe 


By Johan Rapp 

Tbe Associated Press 

STOCKHOLM — Swedish prime, 
minis ters used to walk around 
without bodyguards, visiting 
friends or going to movies. It was 
part of a democratic tradition that 
died suddenly a year ago. 

Hie assassination of Prime 
Minister Olof Palme killed the 
popular notion that Sweden was a 
safe corner of the world, and it 
left Swedes grappling with the 
fact that things here will never be 
quite the same. 

Palme was walking home from 
the movies with his wife Lisbet in 
downtown Stockholm on Feb. 28, 
1986, when be was shot from 
behind and killed. The assassin 
has not been found. 

Sweden has a well-earned 
reputation as a safe society. It has 
not fought a war since 1814. Nowa- 
days, people turn on their car 
fights while driving, just in case. 
It’s the law. 

“It is dear that the Palme 
murder was a sort of a shock for 
very many people ... and the 
abrapt, ferocious killing has put, 
violence in focus," said Per- Axel 
Landahl, director general of 
Sweden's Board' of Psychological 
Defense. Hie board’s task is to 
influence public behaviour in case 
of war. 

Palme’s successor. Prime 
Minister Ingvar Carlsson, is mov- 
ing from fus private house in a 
Stockholm suburb to a perma- 
nent residence opposite the well- 
guarded royal castle. Bodyguards 
now accompany him whenever he 
goes outside. 

Last fell, Carlsson initiated a 
mass campaign against street vio- 
lence, even though crimes like 
muggings, shootings and vandal- 
ism are rare in Sweden in com- 
parison with most other industrial 
countries. 

The response to Carlsson's call 
was massive. Unions, other large 
organisations and private ritizens 


morning. 

Sweden still mourns its dead 
leader, even though he was con- 
troversial in office. Palme's sharp 
intellect and his sharp tongue 
earned him many political ene- 
mies. The murder silenced even 
his most outspoken opponents. 

Every day since Palme was 
killed, people lay fresh red roses 
at the murder site, tbe intersec- 
tion of Sveavagen and what used 
to to be called Tunnelgatan. 

Tunnelgatan has been renamed 
Olof Palmes Gata. 
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The First and Only GreeJ^ 
IRestaurant In Jordan “ 
TONIGHT 

AND EVERY NIGHT 

V 

..ZORBA THE GREEK. 

LOCATED 

JABAL AMMAN. 2ND CIRCLE 
OPP FRENCH LOAF 
TFL 6A1585 mo cOvCft chahql 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, JabaS Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka away is anflabte 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Ranting pot is available 

Trice away mmOaMe 

Open daily 12:00 -15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 V 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Take-away sarvfea 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6-30 p.m. -midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
lunch and dinner Friday 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 



IIAHOTEL SJD il-^«|l|l: 

Tel: 66SJ.93 - Telex 23888 DAROTL 
Shmeisani - Amman 



G 



5 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding. 

international moving, 
storage, clearing, 



' SHAKHSHIR N 
Rent A Car 

25% Discount 

1. Short and long terms 

2. Full insurance 

3. Automatic and Air-condi- 
tion cars 

4. Always new cars with 
good service 

Middle East Hotel 
\ Tel; 668958 / 
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Britain’s Honeyghan destroys 
Bumphus to retain world title 


I 


LONDON (R) — Lloyd Honeyghan of Britain 
retained his world welterweight title with a furious 
display of power as he stopped American challenger 
Johnny Bumphus in the second round of their 
scheduled 15-round bout. 


Honeyghan, making his first 
defence of the World Boxing 
Council (WBC) and International 
Boxing Federation (DBF) titles, 
overwhelmed the challenger, put- 
ting him down in the opening 
round and again in the next be- 
fore American referee Sam Wil- 
liams stopped the boat 55 seconds 
into the round. 

The Jamaican-born Hon- 
eyghan fought like a man posses- 
sed Sunday night and the decision 
was marked by some controversy. 

He was penalised for rushing 
too quickly at Bumphus at the 
start of the second round, causing 
an uproar from the challenger's 
corner. 

Bumphus was hardly off his 
stool when Honeyghan was upon 
him, throwing punches just after 
the bell started the round, and 
the American soon toppled to the 
canvas. 

The referee then stopped the 
clock, pushed the champion away 
and penalised him one point for 
rushing the bell. But that brought 
only brief relief for Bumphus, 
who was overmatched from the 
start against Honeyghan's relent- 
less two-fisted power. 


Hodeyghan, who shocked the 
boxing world when he defeated 
champion Donald Curry of the 
United States last September, 
proved himself and silenced scep- 
tics who had questioned whether 
Curry had been at bis best that 
night in Atlantic City. 

“People thought I was a fluke 
but £ showed them I’m for real,” 
said Honeyghan after his 29th 
victory without a defeat. 

“I was ready for war tonight. I 
was ready to eat the guy alive.” 

Of his fast start in round two, 
he said: “The bed had gone and I 
thought Bumphus was taking his 
time coming off his stool." 

Although Bumphus was thor- 
oughly beaten by Honeyghan, the 
challenger's camp expressed out- 
rage at the decision. 

“That was a dtsqualifiable off- 
ence,” manager Lou Duva said. 
“I want to get a ruling. I want to 
get it straightened out." 

The flamboyant 26-year-old 
champion, who entered the ring 
wearing a silver sequinned robe 
over his matching trunks, wasted 
little time before establishing su- 
periority. 

At the opening bell be pounced 


Fine performances highli g ht 
Europe’s indoor track meet 


LIE VIN, France ( R ) — Europe’s 
athletes, buoyed by a world re- 
cord and a clutch of eye-catching 
performances in their continental 
indoor championships, switch 
their focus to next month's inau- 
gural World Indoor Cham- 
pionships in the United States. 

Big Frenchman Bruno Marie- 
Rose provided the world record 
Sunday when be romped away 
with the 200 metres title in 20.36 
seconds. 0.16 inside Italian Stefa- 
no Tilli’s two year-old mark. 

But there were other perform- 
ances to relish, notably the long 
jumb of Soviet European outdoor 
champion Robert Emmian, who 
leaped further indoors than any- 
&-<-oue except American world and 
Olympic champion Carl ‘Lewis. 

Emmian's final jump of 8.49 
metres added 15 centimetres to 
his own European indoor mark, 
which he had already equalled in 
the competition, and surpasses all 
bar Lewis, whose 8.79 world in- 
door mark dates back three 
years. 

Polish sprinter Marian Woro- 
nin accounted for the other Euro- 
pean record of the two-day meet- 
ing, slicing one hundredth of a 
second from his own 60 metres 
mark in the semifinals and final to 
take the title for the fifth time in 


6.51 seconds. 

Some leading contenders, not- 
ably Soviet world champion pole 
va alter Sergei Bubka, missed the 
championships here to concen- 
trate on the world s ummit in 
Indianapolis. 


But others, such as East Ger- 
man long jumper Heike Drech- 
sler and Bulgarians Yordanka 
Donkova and Stefka Kosta dino- 
va, who are the best in the world ' 
in their speciality events outdoors 
and indoors, each won comfort- 
ably here. 

Drecbsler's six long jumps 
were, all better than anyone else's 
.—the best 17 centimetres short 
*d^her. world record 7.29 metres 
— and' she would be a challenger 
for two world titles if she entered 
the 200 metres which she won in 
last year’s European Outdoor 
Championships in world record 
equalling time. 


Donkova was 0.05 seconds out- 
side her 7.74 world mark for the 
60 metres hurdles and Kostadino- 
va took the high jump ahead of 
Soviet 1983 world champion 
Tamara Bykova, though her win- 
ning height of 1.97 metres was 
seven centimetres off her world 
mark. 


THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF 
JORDAN 

IRBID DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 
COMPANY LTD. 

SUPPLY OF HIGH VOLTAGE WOOD POLES 
TENDER No. 25114/02/1 
Extension for closing date 
IDECO announce that closing date for the above tender 
has been extended to 12:00 hours on 4th March, 1987 
instead of 25th February 1987. 


Have a sunny weekend at 


Ills 






Aqaba 

Accommodation halt board 

Round Trip Air Ticket Amman /Aqaba/Amman 

Transfers from and to Aqaba Airport 

3 Days and 2 Nights JD 36.000 Per Person 

in one double room ( with possibility of extension j 

For reifervallons and information please call: 

ABAHA TOUR'S A TRAVEL Tel 663100 Ext. 3103 
Holiday Inn Hotel. Amman 


ABAHA 


m 


Royal service 
at realistic rates 


on Bumphus, shooting a swiff- 
right hook that set the tone for 
what was to follow. 

Ignoring the height and reach 
advantage of the challenger, 
Honeyghan pounded away with 
both hands and continually pin- 
ned the lanky American against 
the ropes. 

With about a minute left the 
champion landed a right cross to 
the challenger's jaw which drop- 
ped him to the canvas. 

Bumphus, also 26, smiled from 
the floor but was clearly hurt and 
held on until the bell rang to save 
him. 

He wobbled back to his comer 
but the end was near. 

Honeyghan, who relinquished 
bis World Boxing Association 
(WBA) crown rather than violate 
the WBCs anti-apartheid rules 
prohibiting bouts against South 
Africans, put on a devastating 



MEDAL WINNERS: Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Um 
Zakl Monday presents medals to the winners of a cross-country 
race for the Kamrfirappfd sponsored by the - Young Muslim 
Women’s Association (YMWA) at Bunayyat Village on the 
outskirts of Amman. Fifty -two runners from the Nazelc Harriri 
Special Education Centre, the YMWA and the Swedish Relief 
Organisation took part in the 500-metre race (Petra photo). 


™WEIXS. C~ 

WBA champion Breland. the 


Becker defeats Edberg to 
win California tourney 


(AP) — Boris Becker of West 

U.S. Olympic- gold medallist in 

1984. wL an invited guest at 7 ' S 1? ™ ^ 

ringside coming off his title vio- 5? 35 '?°1 Pe ” < 5f ac at 
toiy over Harold Volbrecht of °5? d q-^npionsResort. 

South Africa. TPl m was Becker’s se 


Breland, who looms as a big- 
money opponent in the future for 
Honeyghan, was unmoved, “I 
was not impressed. Johnny 
looked weak tonight. I don’t 
know why but Honeyghan didD’t 
show any thing to frighten me,” 
he said. 


Foster ties 
hurdle mark 
despite injury 


SAN DIEGO, California (R) — 
After waiting out three false 
starts, American Greg Foster 
won the 60-metre hurdles, equall- 
ing the world indoor record time 
of 7.47 seconds at the San Diego 
invitational athletics meeting. 

Foster finished .17 seconds 
ahead of France’s Stephan Caris- 
tan and Tonie Campbell who set 
a Dew American record of 7.64. 

“[ was sceptical about running 
this morning. My right foot was 
bothering me. I had to run as if 
there was no injury,” said Foster 
after tying the record set by 
Canadian Mark McCoy in Tokyo 
last March. * ^ : 

Foster,, who said he Baa lfess 
spring in his legs after three'false 
starts delayed the race, bettered 
McCoy's record in Los Angeles 
last month when he clocked 7.36 
seconds, but was denied the 
world mark when he was later 
judged to have false started. 


The win was Becker’s seventh 
straight over Edberg, who had a 
15-match winning streak broken. 
Becker, who won $59,000, now 
leads their head-to-head series 
7-2. Edberg won $29,750. 

In the third set Sunday, both 
players held serve until the 11th 
game, when Becker broke 
Edberg at love. Becker served 10 
aces in the match, which lasted 
just over two hours. 

Becker broke Edberg to start 
the second set after going to 
deuce point five times before 
stroking a backhand past the 
charging Swede. Both players 
held serve through the rest of the 
set, in which Becker served five 
of his aces. 

Becker also broke Edberg to 
start the match when the Swede 
double-faulted for break point. 
After holding serve, Becker 
broke him again before both 


China, S. Korea 
to meet in 
women’s table 
tennis final 


Amman Little League — Basketball 


Feb. 20 matches 


JUNIORS 


Nahsasbibi 8 
Lego 17 


Near East 7. . .. 

Mercedes Benz 15 


Donna 29 
Jordan Lift 38 
Furukawa20 
San Remo 29 


A1 Ahlyah 19 
Jordan Express 18 
Service Master 15 
Istiklal 23 


SENIORS 


Intercon 40 
Signode 49 
Jirpac42 


Cairo Amman 38 
Squibb 18 
Marriott 37 


NEW DELHI. India (AP) — 
Defending champion China and - 
Asian Games medallist South 
Korea will compete for the 
women's team trophy in the 39th . 
World Table Tennis 'Cham- 
pionships after overpowering 
their semi-finals opponents in 
Monday's play. 

The championship match is 
scheduled for .today at Indira 
Gandhi Stadium. 

China, the no. 1 seed in the 
tourney, beat Hungary 3-0 for the 
finals berth. Hungary, sixth rank- 
ed in the event, had upset the 
fifth-seeded Soviet team 3-0 on 
Sunday to get into the semi- 
finals. 

The third-seeded South Ko- 
rean team humbled Tbe Nether- 
lands 3-0 for its* finds berth. 
Holland, fourth-ranked, had up- 
set no. 2 North Korea a day 
earlier. 

-The match between the 
Chinese and South Korean 
women’s teams will be a replay of 
the Asian Games match last vear. 
Then, South Korea triumphed. 


England’s Short leads 
Iceland chess tourney 


REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) — 
England’s Nigel Short was in the 
lead with four points in an inter- 
national chess tournament in 
Reykjavik after beating Iceland 
grandmaster Marge ir Petursson 
in the fourth round of the 11- 
round contest. 

Grandmaster Viktor Korchnoi, 
who defected from the Soviet 
Union in 1976 and now plays for 
Switzerland, and Dutch grand- 
master Jan Timm an were in joint 
second place Sunday with three 
points each. 

In joint third place with two 
points each were Lajos Portisch 
of Hungary and two Soviet play- 
ers, Lev Polugaevsky and Mikhail 
TaL 

Petursson, playing white, in- 
itially had the upper hand in his 
game with Short but the English 
grandmaster forged ahead in mid- 


game and eventually forced his 
opponent to resign. 

Other Icelandic grandmaster 
Fridrik Olafsson, an ex-president 
of the international chess federa- 
tion FIDE who is also not playing 
in the current tournament, called 
Short a “chess prodigy." i 


Timman survived repeated 
attacks from Iceland’s Jon L. 
Arnason. Analysts bad predicted 
an easy win for the Icelander but 1 
be lost the point when he ran out 
of time. 

Korchnoi trounced Portisch 
while Yugoslav grandmaster 
Ljubomir Ljubojevic gained his 
first point by beating Iceland's 
Johann Hjartarson. Ljubojevic 
lost all of his first three rounds. 

Iceland grandmaster Helgi 
Olafsson was offered an early 
draw by former world champion 
TaL 


European league roundup 

Real Madrid pays heavily for victory 


players held serve through the 
last six games. 

Edberg was successful on more 
of his first serves than Becker, 
but Becker won the point qo 80 
per cent of his first serves com- 
pared to 63 per cent for Edberg. 

“My return of service was bet- 
ter,” Becker said. “Even though 
I had so many chances to break 
him, sometimes I was unlucky. I 
was always hitting the ball to his 
backhand, and I could read 
(which way he was leaning) by his 
motion. 

“1 was mentally better, and 1 
was better on the big points, and 
that was the difference. I didn’t 
feel the pressure in this tourna- 
ment because I like it so much.” 

Edberg said he “never had a 
chance” to win because he didn't 
serve well and Becker was always 
ahead. 


LONDON (R) — Real Madrid 
may have trimmed Barcelona’s 
lead in the Spanish soccer league, 
at the weekend but the bad news 
that accompanied its improve- 
ment may prove more significan t 
in the long run. 

Hugo Sanchez’s sending off for 
two yellow-card offences — dis- 
sent and then handball — means 
he will miss the trip to Sabadell 
next weekend while his fellow 
striker Emilio Butragueno suf- 
fered an ankle injury which may 
keep him out of the European 
Cup quarter-final against Red 
Star Belgrade on March 4. 

Before being dismissed San- 
chez scored both goals in Real's 
2-1 home win over Cadiz which 
left it three points behind Barce- 
lona, held 0-0 away by Las 
Palmas. 

Sanchez, who scored with left- 
foot free-kicks — one blasted, the 
other chipped — has now col- 
lected 24 goals in 28 matches and 
has completed 100 league goals in 
Spain. 

Gary Lineker is next best this 


season with 14 goals. He sever 
looked likely to add to this tally 
Sunday, finding it impossible to 
follow his four-goal act for Eng- 
land against Spain in mid-week. 

Butragueno, who was having 
his ankle injury X-rayed again 
Sunday, was a victim of a comba- 
tive Cadiz performance. The visi- 
tor also had a player sent off, 
Jesus Linares for a second bad 
foul, and five men booked. 

Butragueno and skipper Jose 
Camacho, injured against Eng-- 
land, will definitely miss the 
Spanish Cup quarter-final against 
Osasuna on Wednesday and are 
also in doubt for the Red Star 
match. 

“Napoli is walking like a giant 
in a forest of miniature trees,” 
said one newspaper after Napoli 
doubled its Italian League lead to 
four points with a 1-0 victory over 
Torino, its sixth away win of the 
season. 

Chptain Diego Maradona play- 
ed down Napoli's chances of win- 
ning die league but Bruno Gior- 
dano,. who played just nine mi- 


nutes and scored Napoli’s goal — 
the 100th of his career — was lea 
cautious. 

'"The shield? Of course **rcan 
talk about it. I am not supersti- 
tious — but there axe still some 
difficult matches to face.”’ 

Roma did Napoli a favour by 
beating second-placed Interna- 
zionale 1-0 with a goal by Dane 
Klaus Berggreen. Roma moved 
op one place to third, five points 
behind Napoli. 

AC Milan Striker Pietro Paolo 
Virdis is now the leading goaig 
scorer. He netted the equaliser m 
the team's 1-1 draw against 
Juventus,- talting his tally 'foil. 

Hamburg broke dear of title 
rival and champion -Bayern 
Munich after the longest ■winter 
break in West German First Divi- 
sion history. 

Hamburg, ahead on goal dif- 
ference at the start of the 77-day 
interval, went a point dear by 
beating Bomssia Noenchenglad- 
bacb 3-1 on a frozen home pitch. 
Bayern was held 2-2 at Borussia 
Dortmund.. 


American NBA roundup 

Lakers edge 76 ers in OT 


NEW YORK (AP) — The Phi- 
ladelphia 76eis wanted to make 
sure Earvin “Magic” Johnson did 
not beat them. He didn't. 

But James Worthy and the Los 
Angeles Lakers did. 


and Terry Porter's three-point 
play with 47 seconds left put. 
Portland ahead for good agamst 
Milwaukee, ending the Bucks' 
seven-game winning streak. 

Sidney Moncrief scored 19 


Graf downs 
Sukovato win 
Florida tourney 


“We have more than one .points and Terry C ummings 17 
threat,” Worthy said after mak- * e ® uc! “- no 


“He played better than me on 
all the shots,” Edberg said. “He 
was very strong. He puts a lot of 
pressure on you because he goes 
for so many returns. I have a 
tough time playing him ," 


in g a running one-hander with 
three seconds left in overtime 
Sunday, giving the Lakers a 102- 
100 victory over Philadelphia. 

“If I had drawn attention, I 
would have passed off,” said 
Worthy, who scored 24 points. 

“If Worthy is going to take a 
running one-hander, that’s the 
kind of shot you would like him 
tx> take,” Philadelphia coach Matt 
Guokas said. 

Tbe Lakers lead the NBA with 
a 41-13 mark. Their 19-10 road 
record is also the best in the 
league. 

In other games, Chicago beat 
Cleveland 102-98; Indiana defe- 
ated Sacramento 103-101, Detroit 
downed New York 122-110 and 
Portland beat Milwaukee 124- 
120 . 

Trail Blazers 124, Bucks 120 

Clyde Drexler seemed 29 points 


Bulls 102, Cavaliers 98 
Michael Jordan scored 43 
points and Dave Corzine made a 
tiebreaking jump shot with 47 
seconds remaining as Chicago 
sent Cleveland to its 14th straight 
road loss. 

Ron Harper scored 22 points 
for the Cavaliers. 

Pistons 122, Knkks 110 
Isiah Thomas scored 26 points 
and helped Detroit bold off visit- 
ing New York. 

Adrian Dantley added 24 j 
points and Joe Dumars 23 for the 
Pistons, while Gerald Wilkins 
scored 32 and Patrick Ewing 29 
for the K nicks - 
Pacers 103, King 101 
Wayman Tisdale scored 16 of’ 
his career-high 25 points in the 
second quarter and Indiana 
wiped out a 19-point deficit to 
beat visiting Sacramento. i 


BOCA RATON, Florida (R) — 
Second-seeded Steffi Graf 
needed less than an hour to de- 
feat fourth-seeded Helena Suko- 
va of Czechoslovakia 6-2, 6-3 and 
win the Florida women’s tennis 
tournament and the $50,000 first 
prize. 

Grafs victory in the $256,000 
event virtually assured the West 
German teenager of the number 
two spot in the next world- rank- 
ings to be released on March 2. 

When Graf passes Chris Even 
Lloyd, now number two, it will 
mark the first time since 1981 that 
anyone other than Lloyd or fel- 
low- American Martina Navratilo- 
va has oc&pied either of tbe top 
two spots. 

“Martina is for sure the num- 
ber one player in the world. 
Being number two will be great, 
but when I go out to play I don't . 
think about what number I am, 
Graf said. 

Graf took the initiative from 
the opening game Sunday when 
she broke Sokova's serve and 
won 11 of tiie first 13 points to go 


Home of andent OlyMpiad faces 
much work to host modern Games 


By Costas Paris 

Reuter 


ATHENS — Greece, where the 
Olympic flame was first kindled, 
wants to stage the special centen- 
nial Games in 1996, but Greek 
sports officials fear the govern- 
ment may not be acting fast 
enough to achieve this. 

Socialist government officials 
are confident of gradually finding 
the necessary money, but Olym- 
pic committee members say swift 
action is needed to make funds 
available soon and stave off 
opposition from Belgrade, Paris, 
Toronto and Istanbul. 

Lam bis Nikolaou, president of 
tiie Greek Olympic Committee, 
said he welcomed recent govern- 
ment actibn in setting up three 
committees to prepare Greece's 
candidacy to host the Games, but 
warned that the country had to 
make all the necessary prepara- 
tions in good time in order to 
improve its chances. 

“Athens will have an advan- 
tage over other rides only if it is 
fully prepared with the necessary 
athletic installations,” he told 
Reuters. 

Last month Nikolaou told re- 
porters an initial sum of about a 
billion dollars was needed to get 
preparations under way. Addi- 
tional funds would be required to 
build two Olympic villages, a new 
airport and an Athens subway 
system 

Another Greek Olympics offi- 


cial, Nikos Rlaretos of tbe Inter- 
national Olympic Committee, 
told reporters the committee 
would disregard Greece’s historic 
fink until the games if another 
country was fully ready- by Octo- 
ber 1990. 

Meanwhile, plagued by a large 
current- account deficit and huge 
foreign debts, Greece has entered 
its second year of a tough econo- 
mic austerity programme which 
has curbed spending. 

But the government is optimis- 
tic. and has already - taken some 
preparatory steps. Last April a 
unanimous resolution in parlia- 
ment established the legal 
mechanisms for the country to 
claim the Olympiad, and a can- 
didature committee was formed 
with Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou as president. 

Sports Undersecretary Sifts 
Valyrakis told Reuters that a 
well-studied budget, foreign ex- 
pertise and advice and the con- 
stant support of the Greek people 
would prove enough in tbe re- 
maining nine years for Greece to 
■ attract the Games. 

“In due time the funds wifi be 


lottery and receipts from football 
pools. 

Athens has an 80,000-seat 
Olympic Stadium where tbe 
World Youth Athletics Cham- 
pionships were held last summer, 
and a 20,000-seat indoor stadium 
which hosted the European In- 
door Athletics Championships in 
1985. 


Valyrakis said these two facili- 
ties would provide the base from 
which work would expand, but 
there was qo possibility of con- 
struction of the two Olympic vil- 
lages beginning before 1990 
He said the effort to attract the 
Games was - a national one in 
which be invited all his country- 
man to take part — including 
about five million Greeks over- 
seas, some of whom live in weal- 
thy communities in the United 
States and Australia. 


“It is not only the fact that 
ancient Greek philosophy gave 
birth to the Olympic idea. 
Ojympism is part of our con- 
sciousness, our culture and our 
attitude today,” he said. 

The Olympic Games began in 


0 . j* . — */ ypiimwj lA/Zun us 

found to support Greece s canai- ancient Greece in 776 B.C. and 
dacy and as a first step three com- took place at intervals of several 


mittees were set up with state 
support of about $2 million .to 
make preparations. If we con- 
tinue with the same enthusiasm, a 
good part of the works will be 
ready by 1990," he said. 

He said some of tiie money 
would be raised through a special 


years, with athletes from all parts 
of the country taking part. ’ , 
Interrupted in 394 A.D., they 
were not revived until 1896 when ig 
the first modern Games were 'Si 
held in Athens at the ini tiati ve of -.I?** 
a Frenchman, Baron Pierre De 
Coubertin. * 


FOR RENT 

in 4th Circle, Jabal Amman 


Deluxe apartment, third floor, available in the best situation 
of the 4th Circle, Jabal Amman. Contains 3 bedrooms, 
large salon, large dining room, 2 balconies, large kitchen 
with telephone and separate central heating. 


Please call: 774457 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

THE ENERGY AND ELECTRICITY INFORMATION AND 
ADVISORY CENTRE (EEIAC) In cooperation with Contra 
Co. Ud., and LANDIS AND GYR - SWITZERLAND are 
holding a seminar on automatic controls, their uses and 
effect in energy conservation at the conference hall of THE 
JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY on Wednesday 
25.2.1987, at 10.00 a.m. 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment consisting of two bedrooms, 
large salon, with all electrical equipment and -TV, video, 
telephone, car park, separate central heating. A separate 
maid s room can be added: Rrst floor apartment^- 


OPEN INVITATION 


Location: 6th Circle, Um Uthaina, near Amra Hotel Diila 

Street. 

Please call 841425 or 816081. 


Cinema 
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Tel: 677420 



Tel: 6755731 fCinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 
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Economy 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


^ Following are the buying and selling rales 
for leading world currencies and gold against die a t 
midday on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets on 
Monday. 

1.53655/5375 
133000310 
1.8270/8280 
2.0642/0652 
1-5450/5460 
37.83/88 
6.084CV0890 


One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


U.S. dollars 
C-anarijfl Tj dollar 
West German marks 

Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 


1298.25/129525 Italian lire 
153.45/55 Japanese yen 


One ounce of gold 


6.4900/4950 

6.9850/9900 

6.8875/8925 

402.90/403.40 


Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Share prices slipped farther across a broad 
front in late trading as Wall Street opened sharply lower and 
hovered at the lows in subsequent dealings. 

By 1649 GMT the FTSE 100 index was down 24.9 points from 
Friday's record closing high to 1,936.6, while the FT 30 index at 
1650 GMT was down 12.7 to 1,554.3 after a record on Friday. 

Bat dealers said the market has been bracing itself for a 
correction to the record highs for sane *im r» L adding they were 
not convinced the new year rally is running out of steam. They 
said the prospect of tax cuts in the March budget and chances of 
a cut in U.K. interest rates were underpinning prices. 

Equity investors were unimpressed by the weekend agree- 
ment by the G-5 nations to seek currency stabilisation, while 
government bonds were steady as participants the 

implications of the agreement. 

Neither shares nor gilts benefitted from the surge in sterling 
on the foreign exchanges with the pound’s trade weighted index 
dosing 0.6 pants higher at 69.7. 

ICI was isolated among the leaders, showing a small gain of 
2p to 1397, as U.S. investors joined the market to pick up the 
shares ahead of annual results Thursday. 





from the Carroll Righter Institute 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, FEB. 24, 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: It’s one of those 
unusually good days when you can bring yourself and 
your abilities to the attention of the outside world. Seek 
out those of influence for support. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Stop wishing and bring 
out your finest talents through which you can ac- 
complish a great deal now. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20} Contact those who have 
the information or articles that you want and get them 
with ease. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Study those practical 
affairs that mean so much to your mate. Be inspired and 
work into the night. 

MOON CHlLDREN-fJesfr 22 to Jul. 21) You know 
how to gain, .the cooperation of employees for the pro- 
jects you have in nundJQ' i 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug: Ay Now that you are caught up' 
with your work you can get your surroundings improved 
considerably. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Plan how to get more 
pleasure from the amusements you regularly indulge in. 
The evening makes you happy. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) It's a good day to invite 
admirers into your home who can be of great assistance 
to you in the future. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21} If you show allies how 
much they mean to yon, you can gain more cooperation 
now. Drive carefully. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Be more sure of 
what to do to add to the present abundance at this time. 
Follow advice from bigwigs. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Improve your ap- 
pearance and make a better impression on others. They 
can do big favors for you now. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Forget the sodal for 
now and get down to serious bumness. Do something 
thoughtful for your mate. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Get in touch with your 
staunchest friend and gain the assistance you need to 
gain your personal wishes. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be one of those delightful young persons who can plan 
virtually anything of a practical genre, so teach this one 
to smile more when dealing with other persons and your 
progeny will be a true winner. The charm here will be 
part of this child's great success. 


THE Daily Crossword by JobnONem 


ACROSS 
1 Rddto- fa ddl 
5 Array mb 
to Crap 

14 OfMnra 

15 Soap plait 
18 Scoria 

17 Freeway 


IB I 

19 Hot spot 

20 Sprat 

22 Ratar (to) 
M Try to 


25 ChMH 

26 Sturgeon 
29 Sctatarfy 

In ■ wqr 
33 Worship 
34-Balae' 


35 Sp. quaan 
» Corel 

37 Odorous 

38 Satag loosely 
38 — dtt Diablo 
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41 Grand so. 

42 KytMeal dog 

44 Rabbit Mr 

45 Cry 

4*CMk - 
47 IWaor In 
50 Camps! 

64 Eng. rivac 

55HnkMMr 

57 Cwdnl Boo 

58 “Am longs, 


S9UOTP 

60 Bank drat 

61 BuBdlng 


•107 TlCws HKH ! 
.MAooaltaansd 


7N rawlst 
Erica 
SHozzWd 
9 Gave ntonoy 
formnrit 
10 Spit 

UlMcwMly 

12 Affirm 

13 Osaka 
21 Sad 

23 Um a pfecna 
25 Br. labor 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


62EtnpMM 
63 A Gardner 

DORM 

ISMgkig 



2 Gracw 


-Tonga* 
4 Royal Gor. 


5 Dock 

6 Catkin 


28 Hanna 

29 Hands 

30 Hamteanoos 

31 Vacuous 

32 Pawl food 
34 Accounts 

aborply 

37 Methane 

38 Stare event 

40 Stagger 

41 Mdgabld 


Rranm nnno nnnn 
nnnra nnnnn nnnn 
nrannnnnnHn nnnn 
nran nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnna nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnn 


43 Hauers 
• taAfr. 


49 Motfon weight 

50 Fostar or 


46 Eaton away 

47 Own 
48tanfctaua 


51 

52 ban money 

53 Stew of old 
56 In 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Morocco gets $50m credit to buy oil 

RABAT (R) — A consortium of foreign banks has opened a 
line of creffit totalling $50 million to finance Moroccan imports 
of erode oil during the current year, the Soriete Cherifienne des 
Petioles (SCP) said last week. The state agency said in a 
statement the credit was granted under an accord signed in 
Marrakesh with the consortium which includes Arab, French, 
Spanish and Swiss Banks, led by A1 Saudi Bank of Paris. The 
statement said “the advantageous conditions of the finance 
reflect the credibility enjoyed by Morocco. ” It gave no details of 
the terms or duration of the credit. 

World shipbuilding orders decline 

LONDON (R) — The number of merchant ships on order from 
the world’s shipyards was lower at the end of 19S6 than it was 
three months earlier, Lloyd’s Register of Stripping said last 
week. The tonnage on order books at the end of December 
declined to 21.36 million gross tons comprising 2,168 vessels, 
from 23.41 million consisting of 2,249 vessels at the end of 
September, the authoritative trade publication said in its latest 
statistics. Lloyd’s said more than 91 per cent of the orders were 
scheduled for delivery by the end of next year. Japanese yards 
headed the order totals at the end of December with 6.57 
milli on gross tons £333 vessels) followed by South Korea with 
4.22 million tons (112 vessels). 

Vietnam to raise oil production 

BANGKOK (R) — Vietnam said Sunday it would raise 
crude-oil production to about 280,000 tonnes this year from 
40,000 tonnes in 1986. Voice of Vietnam Radio, monitored 
here, said the seven-fold increase was agreed during a recent 
meeting of the Vietnam-Soviet oil joint venture in the Vang 
Tan-Con Dao area, about 100 kilometres south of Ho Chi Mirth 
City. It said Vietn amese and Soviet officials adopted measures to 
boost oil extraction from die southern Vietnamese continental 
shelf and reviewed plans for construction of offshore and inland 
ofl production facilities. The joint venture currently produces 
oil from five offshore wells east of Vn ng Tau. Vietnam depends 
on Moscow for almost all of its oil. 

Chase Manhattan pulls out from Liberia 

MONROVIA (R) — Chase Manhattan, one of the leading 
banking institutions in Liberia, is to dose down its three 
branches in the country, Mr. John Bestman, governor of the 
National Bank of Liberia, said last week. Mr. Bestman told 
Reuters he had received a letter from the Chase Manhattan 
management in the United States informing him of the decision. 
He said the closure was the result of a decision by Chase 
Manhattan to concentrate more on corporate banking. It does 
not mean loss of confidence in the Liberia economy,” Mr. 
Bestman said, adding that other African countries would also be 
affflrtwl. Chase Manhattan had been operating in Liberia since 
1961. Mr. Bestman said he did not know yet who would take 
over from Chase but that during the interim period the National 
Bank of Liberia would safeguard the interests of depositors. 

Nigeria discovers commercial gold 
deposits 

LAGOS (R) — Gold deposits in commercial quantities have 
been discovered in three Nigerian states, the Nigerian Muring 
Corporation (NMC) has announced. Exploration of one of the 
deposits, in western Oyo state, would begin this year. Other 
quantities had been found in two northern states, Sokoto and 
Niger, the corporation’s general manager, Mr. Davon Pwajok, 
fold the News Agency of Nigeria. He gave no indication of the 
estimated size of the deposits. Mr. Pwajok was optimistic about 
min eral production in Nigeria since the effective 60 per cent 
devaluation of the naira currency last September that has seat 
prices of imported raw materials soaring. Demand for kaolin 
was now so great that the NMC could hardly cope and the 
corporation hoped to introduce local felspar, diatomite. bento- 
mite and barytes into the market, he said. 

Norway’s N. Sea oil output hits record 
high 

OSLO (R) — Norway’s North Sea ofl output rose to 1.06 million 
barrels per day (b/d) in January from 1.049 million b/d in 
December, its highest level since production began 16 year ago, 
operators said last week. The total is expected to fall this month 
as Norway implements a voluntary 7.5-per-cent output cutback 
on aD its fields in support of OPEC-led measures to boost oO 
prices by curbing supply to world crude markets. Norway, 
Western Europe’s second biggest oil producer after Britain, is 
not a member of the 13-nation Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC). 


Dubai cuts oil output by 10% 


ABU DHABI (R) — The emirate of Dubai con- 
firmed Monday it had cot its oil production by 10 
per cent as part of new Gulf Arab efforts to keep oil 
prices at $18 a barrel. 


Ofi ministers from six Gulf 
states agreed Sunday night to 
help each other to sell ofl in the 
free of stiff buyer resistance to 
official prices of the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC). 

But the announcements failed 
to impress the spot, or free, 
market where prices have fallen 
well below official OPEC levels. 
Traders said the market Monday 
was stable at Friday’s prices. 

Foot of the states at Sunday’s 
meeting — Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) — belong to 
OPEC and produce nearly 40 per 
cent of its output. 

The official Emirates News 
Agency WAM quoted a Dubai oil 
source as saying the emirate, the 
UAE’s second largest producer, 
had cat its output by 10 per cent 
to help to maintain market stabil- 
ity and would consider further 
cuts if needed. 


Syria plans 
to boost oil 
production 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Syria 
plans to boost its ofl production 
of light, low-sulfur erode from 
60,000 barrels to 100,000 barrels 
a day from two new fields next 
year, the Middle East Economy 
Survey (MEES) reported 
Monday. 

The authoritative Nicosia- 
based weekly said the planned 
expansion will come from the A! 
Ward and AI Asharah fields 65 
kilometres southeast of the 
Tayyim field that began produc- 
tion last autumn. 

Tayyim in northeast Syria is 
linked to the Syria-Iraq pipeline, 
cot off by the Syrians several 
years ago, by a 30 centimetres 
spur line. The Tayyim output is 
pumped to the refinery at Homs, 
160 kilometres north of 
Damascus. 

The Syrian government has re- 
ceived bid for the $60 millio n 
contract for production installa- 
tions and a new spar line from 
three groups, Mannesman of 
West Germany, Brown and Root 
of the United States and a consor- 
tium of Japan's Mitsubishi heavy 
Industries and Czechoslovakia’s 
Technoexport, the weekly re- 
ported. 

Syria’s oil production from 
Tayyim and other fields totals 
around 210,000 barrels a day 
most of it low-grade erode. 

The production boost would 
help Syria combat a major econo- 
mic crisis. 

The Damascus government 
currently gets six million tons of 
cut-price ofl from Iran a year. 

Syria is Persian Iran’s main ally 
in the 6-year-old Gulf war against 
Arab Iraq. But Damascus has 
come under growing pressure 
from other Arab countries to stop 
supporting Iran against a fellow 
Arab nation. 


Industry analysts say sluggish 
demand and overproduction by 
OPEC have contributed to a 
weakening in world erode oil 
prices. 

OPEC agreed last December 
to fix oil prices around $18 a 
barrel from Feb. 1 by holding 
production down to 15.8 million 
barrels per day (b/d). 

Industry sources said the meet- 
ing in Doha of ofl ministers of the 
Guff Cooperation Council (GCC) 
was prompted by difficulties 
faced by some Gulf Arab states, 
notably Qatar, in selling at offi- 
cial prices. 

The Middle East Economic 
Survey, an authoritative ofl news- 
letter, said Qatar was selling less 
than 180,000 b/d of its 285,000 b/d 
OPEC quota and faced even 
worse sales prospects in March. 

A statement issued after the 
meeting said the GCC states, 
which also indude non-OPEC 
Bahrain and Oman, agreed that if 
one state was unable to sell at 
official prices the others would 


seD the unsold crude on its be- 
half. 

Industry sources said this 
appeared to be a show of support 
for Qatar in the face of pressure 
for price cuts from its Japanese 
buyers. 

If implemented, the agreement 
would authorise other GCC 
states to sell Qatari crude through 
their own marketing channels, 
they said. 

•But one trader said this would 
not be easy. “If the market price 
is way below the offidal price, 
nobody will assist any govern- 
ment to market these crudes,” be 
said. 

The meeting's outcome dis- 
appointed traders looking for a 
dear statement of intent that 
fresh output cuts would be made 
if they were needed to preserve 
the $18 price. One described the 
result as “neutral to bearish.” 

UAE Oil Minister Mana Said 
AJ Oteiba said he saw no need for 
calling an emergency meeting of 
OPEC which might consider new 
cuts. 

Industry sources played down 
the impact of Dubai's cut, saying 
it had already been widely re- 
ported in industry circles last 


week and amounted to no more 
than 40,000 b/d. 

They said Dubai was producing 
around 390,000 b/d earlier this 
month and the reduction would 
bring its output in line with last 
year’s average of 350,000 b/d. 

The UAE would still be pro- 
ducing at least 250,000 b/d above 
its 902,000 b/d quota, they said. 
Abu Dhabi, the largest emirate, 
is now pumping about 800,000 
b/d. 

Crude prices were stable or 
lower on world markets Monday, 
with the British Brent grade foil- 
ing 15 cents from Friday's levels 
of $17.25/35 a barrel for March 
delivery. 

Dubai, often viewed as a Mid- 
dle East benchmark, was assessed 
in Tokyo at $16.85/17.00 a barrel 
compared to its official OPEC 
price of $17.42. 

The sources said Dubai had 
traditionally shunned official 
OPEC prices and noted that the 
WAM announcement did not 
commit the emirate to charging 
them. 

The ministers in Doha said 
they were satisfied that Dubai 
had agreed to cut production and 
“restrict itself to the price set for 
its ofl.” 


Currency markets show caution 


FRANKFURT, West Germany 
(R) — The dollar was barely 
changed in value Monday from 
Friday as currency markets 
reacted with scepticism but cau- 
tion to the weekend Paris accord 
by leading industrial nations to 
stabilise exchange rates. 

Many dealers believe the Paris 
agreement Sunday by the United 
States, Japan, West Germany, 
France and Britain — the group 
of five — plus Canada included a 
secret clause setting exchange 
rate ranges to be defended. 

If so, central banks would in- 
tervene in' markets to defend 
these unpublished levels when 
currencies fluctuate too for, 
“burning” speculators by causing 


sudden changes in currency direc- 
tions. 

Traders will therefore be care- 
ful in coming days, poshing the 
dollar to the limits of a range 
between 1.80 and 1.85 West Ger- 
man marks in which it has traded 
in the last two weeks, to see 
whether and at what point the 
central banks step in. 

And with pessimism about the 
U.S. economy still prevalent, that 
push is likely to be in a downward 
direction first. 

But dealers said the dollar 
could hold steady for a few days, 
while tiie market assesses foe 
agreement and explanatory state- 
ments by officials and waits for 
new U.S. trade figures. 


S. Korea decides to repay 
loans ahead of schedule 


SEOUL (AP) — The state-run 
Korea Exchange Bank has de- 
cided to pay back a foreign bank 
loan of $650 million in full .on 
; April 13, nearly five years ahead 
of schedule, officials said last 
week. 

They said this would be the 
first in a series of repayments 
planned by Korean banks of ab- 
out $3 billion in foreign bank 
loans this year under the govern- 
ment’s policy of reducing the 
country’s overall foreign debt 
from the present $44_5 billion to 
less than $40 billion. 

The Pofaang Iron and Steel Co. 
and Korea Electric Power Corp., 
both state-run, and some private 
enterprises also have been re- 
ported to be planning early re- 
payment of foreign loans carrying 
high interest rates. 

Korea Exchange Bank officials 
said the Bank’s decision already 
had been reported to the Bank of 
Tokyo and the B_A. Asia Ltd. , in 
Hong Kong, two lead managers 
of this syndicated loan involving 


dozens of foreign banks. 

The original contract calls for 
the loan, which was obtained in 
1984, to be repaid over four years 
starting in 1988 at the London 
inter took offered rate plus 0.75 
percentage points on $390 million 
and at the U.S. prime rate plus 
0.2 percentage points on the re- 
maining $260 million. 

Funds needed for the proposed 
repayment will come from the 
Bank of Korea's foreign ex- 
change holdings, now estimated 
at $8 billion, the Korea Exchange 
Bank officials said. 

They said the repayment of the 
$650 million loan would save the 
Korea Exchange Bank about 
$150 million in interest cots. 

The government’s plans for 
early repayment of foreign loans 
have been prompted by Korea’s 
sizable current account surpluses, 
.which amounted to. nearly $5 
billion last year. The goveroment 
expects a surplus of $7 billion this 
year because of its strong exports. 


The dollar was fixed in Frank- 
furt Monday at 1.8279 marks, 
down from 1.8313 on Friday be- 
fore the Paris talks. In a first 
reaction it hit 1.85 marks in Syd- 
ney early Monday, but soon 
eased. It dosed in Tokyo at 
153.55 yen after 153.77. on 
Friday. 

A bland Paris communique 
made no mention of how for the 
dollar might have to foil before 
any intervention. But remarks by 
officials such as Britain’s Chan- 
cellor of tiie Exchequer Nigel 
Lawson made dear the six had 
agreed to intervene. 

Japan’s Finance Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa said Monday they 
agreed detailed measures to sta- 
bilise currendes but did not re- 
veal them to make them more 
effective. 

Mr. John Cox, executive direc- 
tor of EBC Amro Bank Ltd in' 
London, said the agreement on 
renewed central bank interven- 
tion to support the dollar “has 
taken the sting right out of the 
market” 

He forecast that the dollar 
would “bob around 1.80-1.85 
marks” for much of this week. 

But the agreement had foiled 
to alter the underlying trend for 
the dollar. “The tendency for the 
dollar is still down because of the 
enormous trade imbalance,” he 
said. 

The U.S. trade deficit reached 
$170 billion last year. Japan had a 
surplus of $83 billion and West 
Germany of $62 billion. 

Mr. David Crocker, senior 
analyst at Chemical Bank in Lon- 
don, said any new bad U.S. eco- 
nomic figures mean more dollar 
selling. 

“The market’s not going to do 
anything today ... it needs a piece 
of concrete news to go for,” he 
said. 


Peanuts 


I IMAGINE THE LIFE 
OF A SURGEON CAN 
8E VERY REWARDING- |l 


OBVIOUSLY. VOU HAVE 
SAVEP THE LIVES OF 
MANY PEOPLE— 




NO, I JUST UKEP THE 

little green booties/ 



Mutt n’ Jeff 


you see, this switch 

CUTS OFF THE ELECTRIC 
IN THE B^TIRE HOUSE 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


IW6 Cm)n SyJ to n Inc 



“I’m diving for sunken treasure. I 
accidentally dropped a quarter in the 
bathtub.” 


Andy Capp 




I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter lo each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


ENUQE 



□ 

□ 

□ 

r* V 


LEELB 



^ □ 



SIBOPI 

H 


C 






P 

IMAGE 



■i 


Yesterday's 


A FISH6KM4KJ SOME- 
TIMES STAMPS 
STILL WHILE FISH1N&, 
BUT MORE OFTEN 
POES TH/S. 

. A 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

tXXXJ 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbtes: ELITE POKER SUBWAY KERNEL 

Answer Another name (Or a i 
A "STEAL" WORK 
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Filipino soldier killed in 
rebel raid on police station 

Festivities marking Marcos’ ouster continues 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) — Communist rebels 
killed one soldier in a raid on a provincial police 
Station and troops went on alert in Manila to prevent 
attacks during celebrations marking the first 
anniversary of ex-President Ferdinand Marcos 9 ous- 
ter, the military said Monday. 


The Philippine Constabulary 
said the rebels struck Sunday 
afternoon at a police station in 
Sorsogon province in Luzon's 
Bicol region, 400 kilometres 
south east of Manila. 

Three troopers were wounded 
in the raid, and the rebels made 
off with M-16 rifles, handguns 
and ammunition, the report said. 
An unofficial count shows that at 
least 83 people have been killed 
in dashes between rebel and gov- 
ernment forces since a 60-day 
ceasefire in the 18-year-old rebel 
insurgency expired on Feb. 8. 

In Manila, Maj.-Gen. Eduardo 
Ermita, the vice chief of staff, 
told reporters the military had 
been alert since Sunday because 
of reports that Communist rebels 
and Marcos sympathisers would 
try to disrupt the celebrations. 

The celebrations will culminate 
Wednesday, the anniversary of 
Marcos' flight to exile in Hawaii 
after 20 years in power. 

“We always take things 
seriously,” Gen. Ermita said. 
“We can’t leave anything to 
chance. Every time there are such 
reports, whether they are true or 
not, it is better for us to be 
prepared." 

Most Manila newspapers have 
reported plots to disrupt the 
celebrations. However, senior 
military officers have refused to 
confirm the reports pub Udy. 

But a military source, speaking 
on condition he not be named, 
said armed forces intelligence had 
uncovered a plot by Marcos sym- 
pathisers, including two officers 


sought in connection with last 
month's coup attempt in which 
mutineers held a radio-television 
station for 61 hours. 

The source said it was uncer- 
tain whether the renegades would 
try a new attempt now that the 
plot bad been uncovered. 

Other press reports, quoting 
unnamed "military sources," 
have said the New People's Army 
(NPA) rebels may* attack com- 
munications stations, government 
buildings and petroleum depots. 

Brig -Gen. Alexander Aguirre, 
acting commander for the Manila 
region, said in a radio interview 
Monday that the military bad no 
information on specific plots. But 
he said a security force of some 
3,000 troops would be on dnty in 
Manila during the celebrations. 

Last year, hundreds of 
thousands of civilians, heeding 
the call of Cardinal Jaime Sin, 
massed along Edsa Boulevard in 
Manila to keep Marcos’ troops 
from stopping a mutiny led by 
tben-Defence Minister Juan 
Ponce Entile and Gen. Fidel 
Ramos. When Marcos fled the 
country, Corazon Aquino took 
over as president. 

Mrs. Aquino has declared 
Wednesday a national holiday 
and urged Filipinos to celebrate 
in a spirit of unity and reconcilia- 
tion. 

On Monday, she received an 
1 1-year-old U.S. girl who won 
first prize in an essay contest 
sponsored by the New York 
Board of Education on, “what 
the Philippine revolution means 


to me as an American.” 

Joining Emily Jocson of New 
York in her meeting with Mr. 
Aquino were Peter Yarrow, Paul 
Stokey and Mary Tavers — die 
folk-singing group “Peter, Paul 
and Mary.” They are to perform 
with Filipino musicians in the 
celebrations. 

Festivities began Sunday with a 
display of military equipment at 
Camp Aguinaldo, centre of the 
Enrile- Ramos revolt, and a mass 
at the graves of five rebel soldiers 
killed in the mutiny. 

Dnring the mass, Mr. Enrile 
said the spirit of the “people 
power” revolt should be rekin- 
dled in the interest of national 
unity. Despite his leading role in 
the mutiny that brought Mrs. 
Aquino to power, Mr. Enrile was 
sawed nine months later after 
officers linked to him allegedly 
launched a coup attempt that was 
blocked by Gen. Ramos. 

“It was nice of those of us to 
gather together here, no longer as 
combatants, but as brothers and 
friends,” Mr. Enrile said. “Those 
of us who participated directly 
and actively in that event know 
only too w.'ll the risks, the doubts, 
the uncertainties and the price 
that we were to pay for what we 
were doing at that time.” 

Manila seeks talks with NPA 
rebels 

Philippine government peace 
negotiators Monday sought help 
from senior figures within the 
country's powerful Roman 
Catholic Church in a bid for a 
lasting truce with Comniunist re- 
bels. 

The officials met' a delegation 
of Catholic bishops from across 
the Philippines to discuss plans 
for opening regional talks with 
the rebels. 


Scuffle erupts in Taiwan assembly 


TAIPEI (R) — Scuffles broke 
out Monday in Taiwan's legisla- 
tive assembly during a swearing- 
in ceremony for new members 
after opposition politicians 
stormed the speaker's platform. 

A newly elected member of the 
Democratic Progress Party 
(DPP) grabbed the speaker’s 
microphone to denounce technic- 
al details of the ceremony, wit- 
nesses said. - _ 

Within seconds, an unpre- 


cedented brawl erupted between 
about 30 opposition politicians 
and members of the ruling 
Kuomintang (Nationalist) Party. 
Order was restored only after the 
national anthem was played. 

The ’DPP, which has yet to be 
formally recognised, was formed 
to contest elections last Decem- 
ber in which the opposition 
scored major successes, capturing 
12 out of 73 seats open to voting 
in the legislative assembly. 


The Kuomintang is deeply 
suspicious of DPP calls for self- 
determination for Taiwan, which 
it sees as a drin disguise for 
independence. Both Taipei and 
Peking maintain Taiwan is a pro- 
vince of CHuna. 

The DPP is unlikely to have 
modi influence on policy in the 
legislative body, which is domin- 
ated by ageing Kuomintang mem- 
bers effectively elected for life. 


Producer David Susskind dies at 66 


NEW YORK (R) — American 
television, movie and theatre pro- 
ducer David Susskind, one of 
U.S. television's most enduring 
talk-show hosts, was found dead 
in his Manhattan apartment, 
police said. 

They said his death appeared 
to be from natural causes. 

Susskind, 66, produced dozens 
of movies and plays, including the 


screen version of Requiem for a 
Heavyweight and Lorraine Ham- 
berry’s a Raisin in the Sun, and 
the Broadway plays a Very Spe- 
cial Baby, Rashomou and All in 
Good Time. 

But it was in television that the 
wavy-haired, soft-spoken Suss- 
kind, once described as “the 
country's most inarticulate com- 
pulsive talker,” made his deepest 


mark. 

Susskind scored a television 
first by hosting an interview with 
Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev. 

“If I had another chance I*d 
avoid die error of trying to argue 
with him,” Susskind said after- 
wards. “Why, even Eisenhower 
and Kennedy couldn’t budge 
him.” 


Chinese student protesters ‘will still get jobs’ 


PEKING (R) — Students who 
took part in campus unrest at the 
end of last year will still get jobs 
and will regain the people's trust 
if they give a good account of 
themselves, according to an 
education official. 

Education Vice-Minister He 
Dongchang, in an interview pub- 


lished in this week's Peking Re- 
view magazine, said students in-' 
volved in “the recent disturb- 
ance” should be encouraged to 
correct their mistakes. 

“It doesn’t matter if someone 
makes misrakes in his actions and 
ideology or even repeats them for 
a while,” he said. 


“But if a student is given to 
trouble-making and refuses to 
mend his ways, he is actually 
making things difficult for him- 
self,” he added. 

He said students should be 
encouraged to air their opinions 
without misgivings and to con- 
cern themselves with state affairs. 


Begun returns to Moscow 


MOSCOW (R) — Jewish dissi- 
dent Iosif Begun arrived back in 
Moscow Monday to a boisterous 
welcome by friends after a Krem- 
lin decree freed him from prison. 

Begun, 54, was flanked by his 
wife Inna and son Boris as he 
stepped off a train from Kazan. 

“I am madly happy to be 
back," Begun said, smiling 
broadly as a crush of friends flung 
flowers at him and bore him aloft 
on the platform of Moscow's 
Kazan Railway Station. 


He said he had made no pledge 
to discontinue his former activi- 
ties in exchange for his release 
from Chistopol Prison, and in a 
letter to the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet, the highest state 
body, had said only that he was 
not guilty and never had been. 

Begun, who is among some 150 
'Soviet dissidents pardoned by 
Kremlin decrees this month, 
emerged from the train wearig his 
prison gear — a blue jacket, 
black overalls, boots and hat. 
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Q.1 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AKQJ72 3AK6 OKJ3 4S 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
2 4 Pass 2 NT 3 4 
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What action do you take" 

Qi — Both vulnerable. ;u> South 
you hold: 

48 ^1032 0A9C3 4AQJ52 

The bidding has proceeded. 

West North East South 

14 2 3 Pass 7 

What action do you Lake? 

Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold' 

4A10763 3A8B2 06 41092 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 4 Pass I ? Pass 

2 V Pass 7 

What action do you take? 


Q. 4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4QJ843 3765 0A8 4AQ6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 * Pass 1 NT Pass 

2 4 Pass Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.5 — Roth vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4KJ5 3KQ7 0AQJ6 4AQ8 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
2 NT Pass 4 NT Pass 

9 

What action do you Lake? 

Q.6— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4KJ83 395 OK 102 48764 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
Pass 1 4 Pass 
Pass ? 


13 
3 3 

What do you bid now? 


Dissident 
Soviet 
general dies 

NEW YORK (AP) — Retro Gri- 
gorenko, a Soviet major general 
dnring World War n who later 
became a human rights activist 
and was stripped of his 
citizenship, died Saturday after a 
lengthy illness. He was 79. 

Gen. Grigorenko helped found 
the Ukrainian -Helsinki Group 
and the Moscow-Helsinki Group, 
human rights organisations 
formed in the 1970s m the Soviet 
Union. 

According to friends and his 
son, Andrew P. Grigorenko of 
New York, Gen. Grigorenko was 
born into a Ukranian peasant 
family and participated as an 
adolescent in the Bolshevik 
takeover. 

He graduated from the highest 
military academy in the Soviet 
Union. He was highly decorated, 
receiving the highest Order of 
Lenin, his son said. 

As a young man, he believed 
deeply in Communism but when 
he became a general he became 
disillusioned by differences be- 
tween Communist theory and 
Soviet practice, his son said. 
Nonetheless, Gen. Grigorenko 
became a professor at a military 
academy before his doubts be- 
came known. 

In the early 1960s, Gen. Gri- 
gorenko made a public speech 
suggesting partial democratisa- 
tiofl and shortly afterward was 
declared insane and imprisoned. 


Zia returns 
from visit 
to India 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistani 
President Mohammad Zia UI 
Haq returned from his “cricket 
for peace” mission to India Mon- 
day, saying he had proposed an 
accord renouncing support for 
separatist campaign* in the two 
neighbouring countries. 

He told a news conference he 
-had made the-proposal to Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi. Gen. Zia 
did not describe Mr. Gandhi’s 
immediate reaction, but he said 
he expected a positive response. 

India accuses Pakistan of help- 
ing Sikh militants to wage a vio- 
lent cam pai gn for a separate 
“Khalistan” homeland in Punjab 
state, and charges have often 
been made here that New Delhi 
backs campaigns for separate 
"Pashtunistan” and “Sin- 
dhudesh” homelands in Pakis- 
tan’s North West Frontier and 
Sind provinces. Both sides deny 
each other's charges. 

Gen. Zia, who arrived from the 
western Indian city of Jaipur, 
where be watched a cricket match 
between India and Pakistan Sun- 
day, said Pakistan would bave no 
hesitation in declaring that “what 
is happening in India has nothing 
to do with Pakistan” and that the 
Sikh problem was India's internal 

affair. 

He said similarly he would like 
New Delhi to say in the proposed 
accord that “what is' happening 
in P akis tan is Pakistan's internal 
affair and India has nothing to do 
with Pashtunistan and Sin- 
dh odesh.” 

Gen. Zia said a “package'’ 
declaration by the two traditional 
rival nations renouncing any sup- 
port for separatist campaigns in 
the other would give them 
strength: 

He said his visit to India, which 
be called private and informal, 
had made headway in improving 
relations. 

Gen. Zia arrived in New Delhi 
on Saturday and had talks with 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
only a few days after the two 
nations pulled back 150,000 
troops from battle positions along 
their border. 

Gen. Zia, whose country has 
fought three wars with India, was 
invited to Jaipur by Indian cricket 
officials. 

r The latest confrontation, the 
most dangerous since the last 
Indo-Pakistani war in 1971, was 
triggered in November when In- 
diabegan winter manoeuvres cal- 
led “Operation Brass Tacks” 
along the border. Islamabad re- 
sponded by moving up troops. 

Both sides agreed on a first 
pull-back after five days of 
emergency talks in New Delhi, 
whirl, ended on Feb, 4. 

Asked about the border ten- 
sion, Gen. Zia said: “The main 
thing is that we have been able to 
solve it and it should not happen 
again.” 

The government-run All India. 
Radio said Sunday that Gen. Zia 
and Mr. Gandhi, who dined 
together in New Delhi on Satur- 
day night, discussed the frontier 
tensions as well as such cross- 
border issues as smuggling, drug 
trafficking and infiltration of ex- 
tremists into Punjab. 


Delhi vows to crack 
down on Sikh violence 


NEW DELHI (R) — Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s govern- 
ment promised Monday to crack 
down on Sikh extremist violence 
in Punjab as thousands of Hindus 
angered by the kflling converged 
on parliament demanding that 
Mr. Gandhi should “govern or 
quit.” 

Tens of thousands of right-wing 
Hindu Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) demonstrators marched on 
parliament where President Zail 
Singh opened the 1987 session 
with a promise of tough action 
agains t ext remis ts fighting for an 
independent Sikh homeland in 
the north Indian state. 

Mr. Singh, whose speech to 
both houses of parliament was 
written by Mr. Gandhi’s govern- 
ment, said New Delhi would not 
allow extremists to use Sikh 
priests and religious institutions 
to topple Punjab's moderate Sikh 
government. 

Bat near the areolar parlia- 
ment building demonstrators 
waving saffron and green BJP 
flags shouted slogans. They ac- 
cused Mr. Gandhi of doing no- 
thing to stop the extremists, who 
have massacred Hindus in Sikh- 
majority Punjab in an attempt to 
provoke inter-communal vio- 
lence. 

A truck flanked by police in 
riot gear carried a huge placard 
reading: “Dead bodies in Punjab. 
Where has the government of 
Rajiv Gandhi gone? Innocent 
people are being butchered by 
state-sponsored terrorism.” 

Mr. Gandhi has sent thousands 
of paramilitary police reinforce- 
ments to Punjab to try to stop the 
violence which churned more 
than 650 lives last year and more 


than 100 so far tins year. 

The noisy but peaceful demon- 
stration brought traffic in much of 
the capital to a halt and many 
markets dosed in response to a 
BJP protest strike call. 

The demonstrators had been 
pouring into the capital from all 
over India since late last week. 

Mr. Gandhi's critics have ac- 
cused him of failin g to check the 
violence and of ignoring the poli- 
tical reasons behind it. 

■ Mr. Gandhi has not im- 
plemented a July 1985 accord 
with moderate Sikhs designed to 
isolate the extremists. This would 
bave granted moderate demands 
for greater autonomy for Pun- 
jab’s 12 milli on S ikhs . 

The failure has eroded Sikh 
support for Punjab’s moderate 
Sikh Chief Munster Suxjit Singh 
Bamala, who survives only with 
backing frmn Mr. Gandhi's Con- 
gress (I) Party in the state. 

In his address to parliament 
Mr. Singh pledged support for 
Mr. Bamala, who is fighting the 
five Sikh high priests trying to 

nnscaf him . 

The priests excommunicated 
Mr. Bamala this month but they 
have so far failed to entice more 
than a han dful of his badly fao- 
tionalised Akah Dal Party to de- 
fect to their newly formed unified 
Akah Dal Party. 

Mr. Singh said Mr. Bamala 
had stood up to the “blatantly 
unconstitutional effort to subvert 
the democratic process through a 
sinister exploitation of religions 
sentiments.” 

“Government will not allow 
the enemies of India’s unity and 
integrity to abuse and misuse 
religion,’* Mr. Singh, hims elf a 
Sikh, said. 


8 bombs explode in Lima 


LIMA, Peru (AP) — Eight 
bombs apparently planted by lef- 
tist guerrillas exploded in and 
around this capital, causing dam- 
ages but no injuries, police and 
newspapers bave said. 

One of the explosions occurred 
a block from the presidential 
palace, where President Alan 


Garda was meeting with Guate- 
malan President Vmkio Cerczo. 

News reports said police linked 
the Lima explosions, which came 
dnring a partial blackout, to the 
Tupac Amaru Revolutionary 
Movement, a pro-Cuban rebel 

group that has operated in lima 

for about two years. 


U.S. navy ‘improperly used* 
$10m due Canada, Turkey 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Mffit- 
aiy auditors have confirmed irre^ 
gularities involving navy's hand- 
ling of two foreign arms sales, 
concluding Turkey and Canada 
should get refund totalling at 
least $10 million, an official says. 

Defence Secretary Caspar W. 
Weinberger was advised of the 
findings earlier this month, said 
Steve Trodden, the Pentagon's 
assistant inspector general for au- 
diting. He said the navy has 
begun a new investigation of the 
affair. 

Trodden said the navy is mod- 
ifying the contracts, and that the 
changes will lower the costs of 
torpedoes bought by Canada and 
Turkey by at least $10 million. 

The allegations of navy mis- 
handling of the foreign contracts 
surfaced last October. The navy 
has refused to discuss the matter, 
riling investigations still under 
way. 

The navy has also tried to keep 


a low profile on the matter be- 
<$bse of the ihtenrational im- 
plications. 'Canada and Turkey 
are allies within the North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organisation. NATO 
countries rely on the Pentagon to 
oversee hundreds of purchases 
from American manufacturers 
every year. 

In an interview Friday, Mr. 
Trodden disclosed that a basic 
audit of the case had been com- 
pleted. 

“The navy has confirmed the 
irregularities and is negotiating 
with Honeywell to make a con- 
tractual adjustment. We have 
also raised the issue of how ... did 
this happen in the first place. The- 
-navy now has an internal inspec- 
tor general review under way.” 

The case involves a 1985 deal 
consolidating requests by Canada 
and Turkey to purchase 268 MK- 
46 torpedoes from Honeywell 
Inc. of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


India, Sweden to join satellite rescue system 


QUEBEC (AP) — India and 
Sweden have agreed to link np 
with an international satellite- 
aided search and rescue tracking 
system that is credited with saving 
hundreds of lives in the last five 
years, system officials say. 

Brazil is negotiating its parti- 
cipation and several other coun- 
tries have expressed interest in 
tire system that uses satellites to 
rapicDy locate aviators and marin- 
ers in distress, the officials add. 

“We’ve had a lot of success," 
Lt.-Col. Jim Robinson, project 
Manager for Canada, said in an 
interview after a two-week dosed 
conference of members whicb en- 
ded Friday in Quebec CSty. 

The search and rescue satellite- 
aided tracking system and an 
equivalent Soviet system have 
saved an estimated 745 fives since 


Canada, the United States,' 
France and the Soviet Union 
launched the first satellite in 
1982. 

“A large number of those 
would have perished without the 
satellite system,” said Jim Bailey 
of the U.S. National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
who headed the American de- 
legation. 

The satellite system can usually 
cut hours and sometimes days of 
search tune, which often means 
the difference between life and 
death, said Col. Robinson. 

The speedier searches also 
trim the high cost of rescue 
operations, he added. 

However, it can cost a country 
up to $3 million to link up with 
the system, Col. Robinson said. 

Venezuela, Chile, Argentina, 


Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Japan, 
Australia, New Zealand, Singa- 
pore and Thailand have express- 
ed interest in finking up, said 
Bailey. 

Great Britain, Finland, Nor- 
way, Bulgaria and Denmark are 
already hooked up. 

When there is an accident, 
emergency radio beacons on 
ships or aircraft using designated 
frequencies are activated manual- 
ly or automatically. 

Five satellites sent up by the 
Soviet Union and the United 
States pick up the transmissions 
and relay the signals to ground 
stations called local user termin- 
als. The 'origin of the distress call 
is calculated there to within 30 
kilometres and the ground station 
relays the information to a mis- 
sion control centre. 


Ershad: Opposition arming students 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh 
President Hossain Mohammad 
Ershad has hit back at opponents 
calling for his resignation, saying 
they are inciting politics of van- 
dalism and supplying amis to 
students. 

“Politicians have been using 
the students to achieve their self- 
ish ends. They even do not hesi- 
tate to arm students with deadly 
weapons, which results in killings 
of innocent people,” J 

Sunday. 

Gen. Ershad was talking to 
villagers at Munshiganj, 25 
kilometres from Dhaka, gathered 
at the graveside of railway guard 
tofaml Hossain who was killed 
by joy-riding students last week. 

'’Some (political) elements 
have made it a fashion to blame 
the government for such violent 
incidents,” Gen. Ershad said and 
warned that he would no longer 
tolerate “vandalism for politics or 


any other sake.” 

Hossain was hacked to death 
and four of his colleagues were 
badly beaten after they chal- 
lenged a group of students 
travelling without tickets in a 
first-class train compartment last 
week, which triggered a two-day 
countryside railway strike. 

Police arrested five suspected 
killers from the Bangladesh Agri- 
culture University at northern 
said, -town of Mymensfrgh. 

Their friends Sunday ransack- 
ed the office of the university’s 
vice-chancellor and forced him 
and other teachers to join a de- 
monstration demanding their re- 
lease, university officials said 
Monday. 

Political analysts said Gen. 
Ershad might use Hossain's death 
as a pretext to implement his 
controversial plan to ban student 
politics. 

Meanwhile, at least nine Mus-. 


fims settlers were killed and 10 
injured when separatist tribal 
guerrillas attacked a village in 
southern Bangladesh Sunday, 
officials said. 

They said nearly 1QQ rebels 
from tiie outlawed Sbanti R ahim 
(peace force) crossed into the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts from the 
eastern Indian state of Tripura 

Airing the night and attacked 

sleeping villagers with automatic 
weapons. 

The guerrillas’ latest raid name 
only two days after they shot six 
people in a hiD tracts forest. 

Bangladesh recently imposed 
an imrefimte night curfew along 
its border with Tripura in an 
attempt to contain die guerrillas, 
local officials told report e rs. 

B ang ladesh accuses India of 
helping the xebeb and says 24,000 
Bangladeshi tribespeople have 
fled to Tripura since May to 
escape the fighting. 
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Soviets to honooi: Boris Pasternak 

MOSCOW (AP) — The epic novel “Doctor ZhjvafflT JwB 
appear for the first tune in a Soviet edition next ye ar, e nding a 
bSTof more than 30 years linked to, 

“provocations" abroad, poet Yevgeny Yevtushenko says. Yev- 
t&o, a member of an official .pan^CTe^dfo^n^ 
Zhivago’s creator, the late Soviet writer Bo^Pasteroaksad 
plans called for the masterpiece to be published m mstaltawnts 
in the literary monthly Novy Mir beginning next Jamrary. “We 
are now righting a tragic error with regard to a n^ hon^ 
writer, a man who never m his life would have thought that he 
could become the object of political speculation, Yevtushenko 
said in a recent interview. Millions of people abroad have bam 
touched by Zhivago, which recounts the doomed love .of a 
Russian doctor for the beautiful Lara during the tragic years©! 
the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution and the Russian ovu war. ine 
work, which earned Pasternak the 1958 Nobel Prize for 
literature, contains a political theme as well, accusing, the 
Communist system of having corrupted the age-old Russian way 
of life. The book’s publication abroad exposed Pasternak to 
political dunundation, an ordeal that may have hastened ms 
dea th in 1960. 

East Germany holds fomm on AIDS 

BERLIN (AP) — East Germany has held its first public forum 
on AIDS, with more than 1,000 people crowding into a state 
Hinic lecture ball to get advice on the deadly illness. This month. 
East Germany reported its first known death from acquired 
frnnmnft deficiency syndrome, or AIDS. Nils Soenmchsen, an 
expert on skin cancer ailments associated with AIDS, said 18 
East Germans so far tested positive for the virus, which robs the 
body of its disease-fighting abilities. “But the estimated number 
of unreported cases is probably much higher than this,” 
Soeomchsen told the forum, which was announced in advance 
by East Berlin municipal authorities. Soeomchsen said about 
100,000 East Germans underwent tests for the AIDS virus since 
testing began July 1, 1986. East Germany’s population is 17 
million. Soeomchsen and four immunologists called for in- 
creased public discussion on AIDS, including programmes on 
state television, to help battle the disease in East Germany. In 
West Germany, federal health officials estimate 30,000 to 
100,000 people arc carrying the AIDS vires. At last report, 416 
people in West Germany had died in 907 known cases of the 
disease. AIDS is transmitted through sexual contact, blood 
transfusions, the contaminated needles of drug addicts, or from 
a virus-carrying mother to her child during pregnancy. 

Six villagers killed by tigers 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Wildlife officials are trying to trap tigers 
that have mauled at least six villagers to death in the past month 
in north eastern Madhya Pradesh state, the United News of 
‘India (UNI) reported. Most of the killings have occurred in the 
Govindgarb Forest near the town of Rewa, which is 400 
kilometres north east of the state capital at Bhopal. The latest 
victims, a man of 50 and a youth of 12, were killed last 
Wednesday in separate incidents, the news agency said. Wildlife 
experts, led by National Park officials, have set traps, but the 
man-eaters have remained elusive, it said. Until the tigers are 
caught, villagers have been urged to move in groups through the 
forests, UNI added. Tigers in the forest generally leave people 
alone. WOdlife experts speculate that tigers injured by poachers’ 
bullets may turn on humans. 

China’s population hits 1.06 billion 

PEKING (R) — China has said its population growth rate 
accelerated in 1986 because of a relaxation in the country’s strict 
birth control policy. The New China News Agency (NONA) 
said the country's population swelled to 1.06 button last year, 
representing a growth rate of 14.08 per thousand. The 1985 
growth rate was 11.23 per thousand. The state’s official goal is to 
keep average annual increases below 12.5 per thousand until 
1990. Until last year China’s population growth rates had shown 
a downward trend this decade, with most couples strongly urged 
by the government to have only one child. An official of the 
State Statistical Bureau wasjquoted by the news agency as saying 
the higher growth rate is mainly due to “relaxed control over 
family planning in some areas.” “ 

Couple finds romance on obituary page 

STRASBURG, Virginia- (R) — Finding one’s tree love in 
newspaper personal ads isn’t all that unusual, but Jeane 
Eckerson and Charles Jackson discovered romance on the 
obituary page. Ms. Eckerson, 29, writes obituaries for the 
Northern Virginia daily, while Jackson, 30, works for a local 
funeral home. Every day since last June, they’ve spoken on the 
phone when Jackson called in funeral notices. Eventually, they 
started seeing each other socially. With the help of several 
newspaper employees, Jackson placed an advertisement, with- 
out Ms. Eckerson’s knowledge, on the obituary page. The ad 
read: “Jeanne. We met through this page. We’ll end up on t his 
page. Will you spend the rest of your life with me? Chuck.” The 
pre- Valentine’s Day message was inside a heart surrounded by 
tiny hearts. Ms. Eckerson said she didn’t read tire paper the 
following morning. Jackson showed it to her that night. She said 
yes. The unusual proposal will make tire engagement more 
spaaaL Ms. Eckerson said. “It makes it stand out more,” she 
said. ‘1 mean, everybody gets engaged, but who gets engaged 
on the obit page?” 

Divers recover treasure trove 

SYDNEY (R) — Australian divers have recovered hundreds of 
precious artefacts from a British fleet's flagship that sank in the 
Pacific nearly two centuries ago, the government has said. An 
offidal statement said an 11-member expedition found an 
archeological treasure trore” of more than 600 artefacts from 
HMS Sums, including a sextant, bosons whistles, cannonballs, 
parts of the hull and pt-wmal effects of the crew. The remains of 
the ship, which went down after hitting a reef at Norfolk Island 
on March 19, 1790, would be displayed throughout Australia 
during the country’s bicentennial celebrations next year the 
statement said. 

2 convicted of selling fake Dali works 

^™ n Y0RK (AP). — A couple has been convicted of passing 
off $10 posters as signed lithographs by artist Salvador DalLA 
state supreme court jury foond Martin Fleishman, 51, and his 
w^Caro! Convertme, 34, guilty of securities fraud, scheme to 
defraud, and issuing a fate certificate of authenticity after a 
three-week trod. The two were accused of selling fake litho- 
graphs by telephone for up to $3,000 apiece to investors around 
the country for a total of 750,000 from July 1982 to April 1985 
Tire posters, some of winch were not even reproductions erf Dali 
woita, were shipped m frames to discourage close inspection bv 
tee purchaser, and the signatures were forgeries, Assistmt 
Attorney General Rebecca Muflane said. During trial, Michael 
ffew York testified that the Spanish 

“y hn ? ted edition lithographs 
since 1979. Fleishman ami Ms. Cbnvertine face np to four vears 
m pnsan and fines of $5,000 or double the Zf* 

"a* set forApril 3. They waredrertredwiih 





.&■ 





V 


\ i 




